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Liberty  Seated  Dime  Survey  Results 

by 

Paul  Bradley 


Seated  dimes  have  always  been  a  challenging  series  to  collect  and  many  of  the 
rare  dates  are  especially  difficult  to  obtain  in  high  grades.  Besides  the  well  known  key 
dates  in  the  series,  many  of  the  early  New  Orleans  dimes  and  most  of  the  San 
Francisco  dimes  are  very  rare  in  mint  state.  Many  of  these  branch  mint  issues  are 
relatively  common  in  low  grades  but  they  are  difficult  to  find  in  the  higher  grades 
because  they  circulated  freely  on  the  western  frontier  during  the  19'^  century.  There 
are  114  dates  and  mintmarks  in  the  series  but  the  census  form  listed  120  coins 
because  some  commonly  collected  varieties  were  included  in  this  survey.  Proof 
coins  were  not  intended  to  be  part  of  this  survey,  although  a  few  people  reported 
them  on  their  census  forms. 

We  received  79  census  forms  from  club  members  who  reported  a  total  of  9744  dimes 
in  their  possession.  The  number  of  survey  forms  received  was  higher  than  the  65 
responses  reported  during  the  last  dime  census  in  1995  and  the  number  of  coins 
reported  was  almost  twice  as  many  as  the  5132  dimes  in  the  earlier  census.  We  would 
therefore  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  the  club  members  who  participated  in  this 
survey  for  taking  the  time  to  report  their  holdings,  whether  it  was  one  coin  or  1 000  coins. 

As  with  most  of  the  other  surveys  taken,  the  responding  collectors  tended  to  fall 
into  two  groups.  The  first  group  contained  collectors  who  had  only  a  few  Seated 
dimes,  with  twelve  people  reporting  fewer  than  5  dimes  in  their  possession.  The 
second  group  contained  many  collectors  who  had  complete  or  nearly  complete 
collections.  Nine  members  reported  complete  sets  while  another  10  members 
reported  having  examples  of  1 15  or  more  of  the  120  coins  in  the  set,  and  another  6 
members  reported  having  110  or  more  of  the  120  coins.  The  large  number  of 
complete  or  nearly  complete  sets  suggests  that  a  small  number  of  respondents 
reported  most  of  the  dimes  in  the  survey,  and  that  was  the  case.  The  top  respondent 
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reported  1361  dimes,  three  other  people  reported  500  or  more  dimes,  and  another 
8  reported  more  than  200  dimes.  These  twelve  collections  totaled  5459  dimes  or  56% 
of  the  coins  reported. 

A  number  of  biases  should  be  considered  when  interpreting  data  from  a  survey 
of  this  kind.  Many  of  these  biases  have  been  discussed  in  some  detail  by  authors  of 
previous  surveys  so  that  only  brief  comments  will  be  made  concerning  them  in  this 
article.  There  is  the  one  collector,  one  coin  bias  which  makes  the  rare  dates  appear 
to  be  more  common  than  they  really  are.  There  is  the  upgrade  bias  when  a  collector 
keeps  the  lower  grade  coin  after  it  has  been  replaced  by  a  higher  grade  piece.  There 
is  the  variety  bias  where  a  collector  buys  an  example  of  several  varieties  of  a  given 
date,  thus  making  this  date  appear  to  be  more  common  than  it  really  is.  There  is  the 
limited  budget  bias  that  limits  the  number  of  high  grade  examples  of  the  rare  dates 
because  they  are  too  expensive  for  many  collectors  to  purchase.  And  finally  there  is 
the  hoarding  bias  where  some  collectors  will  buy  multiple  examples  of  a  given  date 
for  investment  or  for  die  state  studies.  Many  of  these  biases  were  discussed  in  detail 
by  Spangler,  Woodruff  and  Ash  in  their  analysis  of  the  half  dime  survey  in  Issue  #41 
of  the  journal  and  more  recently  they  were  described  by  Stephen  Grain  in  his  analysis 
of  the  half  dime  survey  in  Issue  #95.  We  therefore  refer  readers  to  those  two  articles 
rather  than  repeat  their  detailed  comments  in  this  presentation. 

It  should  be  noted  that  the  number  of  dimes  reported  in  this  survey  is  far  fewer  than 
the  total  number  of  Seated  dimes  that  were  minted,  making  the  rare  dates  appear  to 
be  more  common  than  they  really  are.  Mint  records  indicate  that  there  were 
245,865,476  business  strike  Seated  dimes  produced  from  1837  to  1891 .  A  survival 
rate  of  1%  would  imply  that  about  2.5  million  dimes  are  still  extant,  and  the  actual 
survival  rate  is  probably  a  bit  higher.  Even  with  a  1%  survival  rate,  the  dimes  in  this 
survey  represent  less  than  0.4%  of  the  total  number  of  Seated  dimes  available.  Many 
of  the  dates  in  the  series  are  very  rare  and  expensive  in  high  grades,  and  the  current 
bull  market  has  priced  many  of  these  coins  beyond  the  means  of  many  collectors. 
Uncirculated  examples  of  the  rare  dates  will  be  especially  under  represented  in  the 
survey,  and  even  higher  grade  circulated  coins  for  these  dates  will  not  appear  very 
often.  For  example,  there  are  3  known  uncirculated  examples  of  the  1874-CC  dime 
along  with  at  least  3  or  4  AU  coins  of  this  date.  Yet  none  of  these  pieces  are  listed  in 
this  survey.  Likewise,  relatively  few  low  grade  examples  of  the  common  dates  will  be 
reported  since  collectors  will  often  wait  for  a  better  grade  coin  to  come  along.  The 
net  result  is  that  the  average  grade  for  most  dates  will  be  skewed  towards  Very  Fine. 
Indeed,  the  most  popular  grade  in  the  survey  was  VF  with  2492  dimes  reported,  while 
EF  was  the  next  most  populous  grade  with  1983  pieces  reported. 

This  census  was  handled  differently  from  other  club  surveys  in  that  the  respondents 
were  asked  to  provide  information  only  on  the  Top  1 00  Seated  dime  varieties  listed  by 
Gerry  Fortin  on  his  website.  Information  on  many  other  varieties  listed  by  Ahwash, 
Greer  and  Fortin  was  not  specifically  requested.  Because  there  are  hundreds  of  die 
varieties  in  the  Seated  dime  series,  it  was  decided  to  select  aTop  1 00  set  of  Seated  dime 
varieties  that  would  be  representative  of  the  minting  process  during  the  last  half  of  the 
1 9'^  century.  One  of  the  objectives  of  this  current  survey  was  to  determine  the  progress 
that  club  members  are  making  in  the  completion  of  this  Top  100  set  which  defines  a 
new  collecting  objective.  An  analysis  of  the  rarity  of  the  Top  1 00  varieties  was  provided 
by  Gerry  Fortin  in  his  article  in  Issue  #97  of  the  journal. 

This  article  will  provide  an  analysis  of  the  survey  coins  by  date,  mintmark  and 
grade.  As  mentioned  previously  there  are  a  number  of  biases  that  make  it  difficult  to 
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infer  relative  scarcity  since  some  common  dates  with  few  varieties  will  be  under 
reported  while  scarce  dates  with  several  popular  varieties  will  be  over  represented.  For 
example,  there  are  three  popular  date  position  varieties  for  the  1847  dime  which  will 
inflate  the  number  of  coins  reported  for  this  date  relative  to  its  overall  rarity  in  the  series. 

The  respondents  were  also  asked  to  identify  on  their  forms  the  coins  that  were 
slabbed  by  the  major  grading  services.  A  tabulation  showed  that  976  coins  were 
slabbed  by  one  of  the  five  major  grading  services,  or  just  over  1 0%  of  the  total  coins 
reported.  It  was  found  that  530  of  these  were  PCGS  coins,  244  were  NGC  coins,  1 68 
were  graded  by  ANACS,  21  by  SEGS,  and  13  by  ICG.  The  advent  of  registry  set 
collecting,  aided  and  encouraged  by  PCGS  and  NGC,  has  led  to  many  coins  being 
slabbed  by  these  two  services.  More  than  half  of  the  slabbed  coins  were  in  PCGS 
holders  for  two  major  reasons.  PCGS  has  a  reputation  for  the  most  conservative 
grading  and  the  NGC  registry  set  listing  accepts  PCGS  graded  coins,  but  NGC  coins 
cannot  be  listed  in  PCGS  registry  sets.  Thus,  serious  registry  set  collectors  will 
gravitate  towards  PCGS  graded  coins.  ANACS  is  popular  because  they  will  grade 
cleaned  or  damaged  coins.  Few  people  collect  SEGS  or  ICG  coins,  presumably 
because  they  are  less  established  for  Seated  dimes  and  these  pieces  cannot  be 
included  in  registry  sets.  Tables  listing  the  coins  that  have  been  slabbed  by  the 
grading  services  have  not  been  included  in  this  article  but  they  are  available  from  the 
author  at  Ppbradpp@aol.com  upon  request. 

Table  1  lists  the  9744  coins  reported  in  this  census  by  date  and  grade  with  totals 
provided  for  each  date  in  the  series.  It  was  found  that  the  1 853  WA  and  1 876-CC  dates 
each  had  over  200  coins  reported  in  the  survey.  These  are  both  high  mintage  issues 
that  have  several  popular  varieties.  These  two  dates  also  had  the  largest  number  of 
coins  reported  in  EF  or  better  grades,  reflecting  their  availability  in  the  higher  grades. 
There  were  also  33  dates  for  which  there  were  over  100  coins  reported,  and  all  but 
the  1845-0  and  1856  Large  Date  dimes  had  a  mintage  of  over  1  million  pieces.  It 
appears  that  club  members  are  hoarding  1845-0  dimes,  presumably  because  they 
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Table  1 

Liberty  Seated  Dime  Population  Survey 
Frequency  by  Date  and  Grade 


G 

VG 

F 

VF 

EF 

AU 

AU-MS 

MS 

Date 

4-6 

8-10 

12-15 

20-30 

40-45 

50-55 

58-62 

63  + 

Total 

1 837  LD 

11 

13 

15 

9 

4 

3 

2 

3 

60 

1837  SD 

12 

9 

9 

7 

11 

4 

4 

1 

57 

1 838-0 

19 

15 

9 

19 

8 

3 

2 

2 

77 

1838  LS 

21 

9 

11 

33 

31 

26 

14 

9 

154 

1838  SS 

5 

7 

8 

5 

17 

8 

3 

3 

56 

1839 

7 

5 

12 

19 

18 

13 

6 

5 

85 

1 839-0 

29 

22 

16 

33 

21 

14 

5 

4 

144 

1840  ND 

6 

10 

15 

10 

19 

16 

5 

6 

87 

1 840-O 

10 

16 

12 

31 

19 

6 

3 

0 

97 

1 840  WD 

5 

3 

12 

15 

10 

4 

2 

0 

51 

1841 

9 

7 

12 

23 

13 

8 

8 

9 

89 

1841-0 

18 

15 

18 

42 

32 

14 

3 

2 

144 

1842 

5 

6 

10 

18 

13 

9 

8 

2 

71 

1 842-0 

17 

12 

26 

32 

20 

5 

4 

3 

119 

1843 

1 

9 

16 

28 

23 

10 

5 

1 

93 

1 843-0 

9 

10 

17 

13 

5 

4 

1 

0 

59 

1844 

8 

11 

11 

7 

7 

3 

1 

0 

48 

1845 

4 

8 

14 

32 

17 

8 

11 

4 

98 

1 845-0 

20 

26 

17 

20 

11 

5 

2 

0 

101 

1846 

4 

12 

20 

8 

12 

2 

2 

0 

60 

1847 

7 

15 

21 

24 

15 

7 

4 

2 

95 

1848 

7 

6 

14 

21 

18 

5 

4 

4 

79 

1849 

6 

9 

18 

22 

19 

13 

4 

4 

95 

1 849-0 

5 

11 

19 

24 

18 

7 

3 

1 

88 

1850 

5 

7 

17 

30 

26 

15 

5 

3 

108 

1 850-O 

11 

14 

22 

19 

15 

7 

0 

1 

89 

1851 

4 

2 

14 

28 

18 

11 

10 

3 

90 

1851-0 

5 

7 

21 

17 

8 

6 

0 

1 

65 

1852 

8 

3 

7 

32 

25 

14 

7 

5 

101 

1852-0 

5 

11 

13 

18 

11 

6 

3 

3 

70 

1 853  NA 

5 

2 

11 

10 

13 

5 

1 

5 

52 

1 853  WA 

21 

18 

26 

71 

37 

35 

13 

5 

226 

1 853-0 

3 

7 

11 

21 

18 

9 

3 

1 

73 

1854 

14 

12 

13 

28 

19 

8 

4 

4 

102 

1854-0 

•  5 

10 

10 

24 

21 

6 

3 

3 

82 

1855 

2 

2 

14 

29 

14 

11 

3 

3 

78 

1856  LD 

6 

8 

19 

37 

23 

9 

7 

2 

111 

1856  SD 

8 

15 

16 

35 

34 

17 

14 

5 

144 

1856-0 

13 

9 

22 

32 

24 

7 

4 

4 

115 

1856-S 

4 

3 

9 

12 

8 

7 

1 

0 

44 
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G 

VG 

F 

VF 

EF 

AU 

AU-MS 

MS 

Date 

4-6 

8-10 

12-15 

20-30 

40-45 

50-55 

58-62 

63  + 

Total 

1857 

9 

4 

15 

32 

23 

8 

5 

5 

101 

1857-0 

7 

5 

11 

26 

22 

13 

6 

5 

95 

1858 

2 

6 

10 

27 

19 

9 

3 

6 

82 

1858-0 

8 

7 

12 

15 

9 

3 

3 

2 

59 

1858-S 

4 

5 

8 

9 

12 

6 

1 

0 

45 

1859 

2 

3 

11 

15 

18 

7 

7 

2 

65 

1859-0 

8 

15 

10 

22 

19 

8 

5 

4 

91 

1859-S 

5 

10 

7 

9 

12 

2 

0 

0 

45 

1860-S 

3 

5 

11 

18 

8 

7 

5 

2 

59 

1860 

1 

5 

6 

22 

8 

7 

9 

10 

68 

1860-O 

5 

6 

8 

9 

4 

0 

0 

0 

32 

1861 

2 

3 

22 

26 

23 

11 

9 

6 

102 

1861-S 

3 

2 

8 

14 

12 

8 

2 

1 

50 

1862 

2 

2 

9 

23 

12 

10 

7 

7 

72 

1862-S 

2 

5 

8 

20 

9 

2 

0 

1 

47 

1863 

1 

1 

0 

5 

3 

3 

3 

7 

23 

1863-S 

4 

6 

10 

16 

10 

3 

0 

2 

51 

1864 

2 

0 

4 

6 

4 

3 

1 

11 

31 

1864-S 

0 

4 

14 

19 

8 

2 

2 

4 

53 

1865 

0 

3 

2 

8 

6 

2 

2 

6 

29 

1865-S 

1 

3 

9 

20 

17 

8 

1 

1 

60 

1866 

1 

1 

1 

9 

3 

4 

2 

7 

28 

1866-S 

2 

5 

13 

20 

14 

5 

0 

3 

62 

1867 

0 

1 

0 

4 

3 

2 

1 

6 

17 

1867-S 

2 

3 

10 

22 

12 

2 

2 

3 

56 

1868 

3 

7 

8 

25 

19 

6 

4 

5 

77 

1868-S 

6 

4 

3 

14 

8 

4 

2 

1 

42 

1869 

1 

1 

10 

25 

19 

2 

2 

4 

64 

1869-S 

5 

4 

11 

19 

12 

7 

6 

4 

68 

1870 

1 

4 

16 

14 

20 

5 

9 

7 

76 

1870-S 

2 

3 

5 

12 

8 

2 

0 

2 

34 

1871 

2 

2 

16 

26 

18 

8 

7 

3 

82 

1871-S 

1 

3 

4 

12 

12 

3 

4 

3 

42 

1871-CC 

4 

7 

4 

5 

1 

1 

0 

0 

22 

1872 

4 

5 

23 

35 

39 

5 

7 

10 

128 

1872-S 

1 

2 

6 

14 

9 

2 

2 

1 

37 

1872-00 

3 

4 

4 

10 

4 

0 

0 

0 

25 

1873  013 

2 

4 

8 

23 

16 

7 

5 

5 

70 

1873  0  3 

3 

1 

7 

15 

12 

4 

3 

2 

47 

1873  Arr 

3 

11 

28 

39 

18 

10 

8 

3 

120 

7 


G 

VG 

F 

VF 

EF 

AU 

AU-MS 

MS 

o- 1 U 

iZ-15 

20-30 

40-45 

50-55 

58-62 

63  + 

Total 

1873-S 

8 

4 

7 

13 

15 

2 

1 

4 

54 

1873-CC 

1 

7 

6 

6 

3 

1 

0 

0 

24 

1874 

10 

4 

19 

25 

15 

9 

8 

2 

92 

1874-S 

0 

4 

6 

12 

12 

8 

2 

2 

46 

1874-CC 

3 

2 

7 

1 

3 

0 

0 

0 

16 

1875 

9 

2 

21 

17 

28 

13 

16 

12 

118 

1875-S  IW 

1 

6 

11 

9 

15 

7 

8 

3 

60 

1875-SBW 

4 

12 

7 

18 

18 

9 

9 

7 

84 

1875-CCIW  6 

7 

12 

21 

23 

13 

9 

12 

103 

1875-CC  BW  6 

3 

9 

14 

15 

10 

6 

10 

73 

1876 

3 

6 

13 

19 

27 

21 

16 

11 

116 

1876-S 

3 

6 

8 

20 

28 

11 

9 

8 

93 

1876-CC 

21 

21 

36 

48 

38 

21 

14 

21 

220 

1877 

7 

3 

15 

28 

25 

9 

12 

13 

112 

1877-S 

3 

4 

7 

27 

24 

8 

9 

5 

87 

1877-CC 

6 

11 

19 

34 

25 

19 

11 

26 

151 

1878 

2 

4 

15 

24 

17 

14 

9 

7 

92 

1878-CC 

4 

6 

5 

18 

12 

9 

5 

5 

64 

1879 

0 

2 

8 

8 

6 

5 

4 

8 

41 

1880 

3 

3 

4 

8 

10 

3 

7 

7 

45 

1881 

0 

5 

2 

4 

7 

3 

5 

4 

30 

1882 

3 

3 

8 

21 

21 

12 

9 

12 

89 

1883 

1 

5 

17 

33 

25 

16 

14 

12 

123 

1884 

4 

3 

13 

16 

17 

8 

11 

8 

80 

1884-S 

5 

5 

11 

15 

18 

9 

5 

3 

71 

1885 

1 

0 

7 

26 

18 

9 

8 

6 

75 

1885-S 

4 

3 

6 

7 

5 

5 

2 

1 

33 

1886 

3 

6 

18 

32 

19 

13 

19 

13 

123 

1886-S 

0 

4 

9 

13 

7 

4 

5 

6 

48 

1887 

4 

6 

16 

28 

24 

9 

10 

8 

105 

1887-S 

3 

4 

13 

31 

30 

25 

10 

8 

124 

1888 

4 

8 

19 

14 

22 

22 

13 

11 

113 

1888-S 

1 

16 

7 

16 

22 

9 

11 

4 

86 

1889 

6 

6 

16 

20 

23 

14 

12 

11 

108 

1889-S 

1 

2 

16 

23 

19 

13 

7 

3 

84 

1890 

8 

16 

26 

36 

22 

20 

20 

8 

156 

1890-S 

3 

6 

18 

27 

21 

17 

10 

12 

114 

1891 

.  7 

14 

39 

45 

39 

25 

13 

13 

195 

1891-0 

9 

5 

31 

52 

39 

21 

11 

6 

174 

1891-S 

4 

11 

17 

21 

26 

13 

7 

9 

108 

Totals 

652 

813 

1513    2492    1983  1030 

676 

585 

9744 
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feel  that  this  date  has  the  potential  for  price  increases.  There  were  8  dates  with  fewer 
than  30  reported  examples.  These  are  the  rare  1 863, 1 865, 1 866  and  1 867  Philadel- 
phia dates  as  well  as  the  1871-CC,  1872-CC,  1873-CC  and  1874-CC  Carson  City 
dates.  This  information  confirms  that  all  of  these  dates  are  difficult  to  obtain  as 
business  strikes.  The  1860-O,  1871-CC,  1872-CC,  1873-CC  and  1874-CC  dates  all 
had  fewer  than  5  examples  reported  in  EF  or  better  condition.  This  would  confirm  that 
very  few  examples  of  these  dates  exist  in  the  higher  grades. 

Table  2  shows  the  number  of  survey  coins  by  mintmark  as  compared  to  dime 
mintages  by  mintmark.  There  were  245,865,476  business  strike  Seated  dimes 
produced  from  1 837  to  1 891  and  68%  of  them  were  struck  at  the  Philadelphia  mint. 
Almost  20  million  dimes  were  struck  in  New  Orleans,  most  being  produced  before  the 
Civil  War  when  mintages  rarely  exceeded  2  million  coins.  Just  over  20  million  dimes 
were  produced  in  Carson  City  but  most  of  these  were  struck  during  a  two  year  span 
when  the  total  mintage  for  1 876-CC  and  1 877-CC  dimes  alone  was  almost  1 6  million 
pieces.  The  table  also  shows  that  New  Orleans  coins  are  over  represented  in  the 
survey  because  of  the  popularity  of  the  1 838-0  to  1 842-0  dimes.  This  pattern  occurs 
because  there  are  many  interesting  varieties  with  different  mintmark  sizes  for  these 
five  years  that  are  popular  with  collectors.  San  Francisco  dimes  are  also  over 
represented  in  the  survey,  most  likely  because  of  the  many  scarce  dates  with  low 
mintages  that  were  produced  at  this  branch  mint  over  a  period  of  many  years. 


Table  2 

Percentage  of  Survey  Coins  Relative  to  Mintages 


Mint 

Survey  Coins 

Percentage 

Total  Mintage 

Percentage 

Philadelphia 

5385 

55.3 

167,176,501 

68.0 

New  Orleans 

1774 

18.2 

19,891,534 

8.1 

San  Francisco 

1887 

19.3 

37,897,253 

15.4 

Carson  City 

698 

7.2 

20,900,188 

8.5 

Total 

9744 

100.0 

245,865,476 

100.0 

Table  3  presents  the  survey  data  by  grade  and  mintmark  and  shows  that  the  most 
popular  grade  was  VF  with  2492  reported  coins  while  the  second  most  popular  grade 
was  EF  with  1 983  reported  coins.  The  table  also  shows  a  total  of  1 261  coins  in  grades 
of  AU-58and  higher  but  this  can  be  very  misleading  because  many  of  the  branch  mint 
issues  are  very  rare  in  these  grades.  Specifically  the  table  shows  103  New  Orleans 
coins  in  grades  of  AU-58  and  higher  but  these  are  not  distributed  equally  among  the 
New  Orleans  dates.  There  were  two  or  fewer  pieces  reported  in  these  grades  for 
1 843-0, 1 845-0, 1 850-0, 1 851  -0  and  1 860-O  dimes.  The  rarest  of  these  dates  in  high 
grade  would  be  the  1860-O  dime  with  no  examples  reported  above  EF.  The  same 
situation  occurs  for  San  Francisco  mint  dimes  with  very  few  examples  reported  in 
high  grade  for  many  dates.  The  table  shows  226  San  Francisco  coins  in  AU-58  and 
better  grades,  but  two  or  fewer  pieces  were  reported  in  these  grades  for  1856-S 
1858-S,  1859-S,  1862-S,  1863-S,  1865-S  and  1870-S  dimes.  The  rarest  of  these 
would  be  the  1859-S  dime  with  only  two  pieces  reported  in  grades  of  AU-50  and 
higher.  The  situation  is  even  more  extreme  for  Carson  City  dimes.  There  were  119 
dimes  from  this  mint  reported  in  grades  of  AU-58  and  higher,  yet  none  of  these  pieces 
were  examples  of  the  rare  1 871  -CC,  1 872-CC,  1 873-CC  and  1 874-CC  dimes.  In  fact 
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there  were  only  two  coins  reported  from  these  four  issues  in  grades  of  AU  and  higher. 
One  was  an  1 871  -CC  dime  in  AU  and  the  other  was  an  1 873-CC  dime  in  AU.  This  data 
certainly  confirms  the  rarity  of  the  early  Carson  City  dates  in  high  grades. 

Table  3 

Survey  Dimes  by  Grade  and  Mintmark 


Good 

VG 

Fine 

VF 

EF 

AU 

AU-iVIS 

MS  + 

Mint 

4-6 

8-10 

12-15 

20-30 

40-45 

50-55 

58-62 

63  + 

Total 

Philadelphia 

307 

368 

827 

1364 

1104 

602 

447 

366 

5385 

New  Orleans 

206 

223 

305 

469 

324 

144 

61 

42 

1774 

San  Francisco 

85 

154 

279 

502 

431 

210 

123 

103 

1887 

Carson  City 

54 

68 

102 

157 

124 

74 

45 

74 

698 

Total 

652 

813 

1513 

2492 

1983 

1030 

676 

585 

9744 

Table  4  calculates  the  percentage  of  survey  coins  at  each  grade  level  from  the  four 
mints.  The  table  shows  that  the  most  popular  grade  was  VF  with  25.6%  of  the 
reported  coins  in  this  grade.  The  EF  grade  was  a  close  second  with  20.4%  of  the 
survey  coins  in  this  grade.  There  were  far  fewer  coins  in  the  mint  state  grades  and 
in  the  lower  circulated  grades.  The  table  also  shows  a  higher  percentage  of  coins 
from  the  New  Orleans  mint  in  the  Good  to  Fine  grades  with  lower  percentages  in  the 
AU  and  higher  grades.  This  trend  supports  the  fact  that  many  of  the  New  Orleans 
dates  are  very  rare  in  grades  approaching  mint  state.  These  coins  circulated  freely 
in  the  south  before  the  Civil  War  so  that  most  of  the  surviving  pieces  are  well 
circulated. 

The  table  also  shows  that  Carson  City  coins  have  the  highest  percentage  in  choice 
mint  state  grades  at  1 0.6%.  While  the  four  early  Carson  City  dates  are  very  rare  in  mint 
state  grades  the  last  four  Carson  City  dates  are  available  in  these  grades  and  popular 
with  collectors.  However  the  percentage  of  coins  in  mint  state  for  this  western  branch 
mint  is  inflated  by  the  fact  that  several  club  members  reported  hoards  of  choice 
uncirculated  Carson  City  dimes. 

Table  4 

Percentage  of  Survey  Dimes  by  Grade 


Good 

VG 

Fine 

VF 

EF 

AU 

AU-MS 

;ms+ 

Mint 

4-6 

8-10 

12-15 

20-30 

40-45 

50-55 

58-62 

63  + 

Total 

Philadelphia 

5.7 

6.8 

15.4 

25.3 

20.5 

11.2 

8.3 

6.8 

100.0 

New  Orleans 

11.6 

12.6 

17.2 

26.4 

18.3 

8.1 

3.4 

2.4 

100.0 

San  Francisco 

4.5 

8.2 

14.8 

26.6 

22.8 

11.1 

6.5 

5.5 

100.0 

Carson  City 

7.7 

9.7 

14.6 

22.5 

17.8 

10.6 

6.5 

10.6 

100.0 

Total 

6.7 

8.3 

15.5 

25.6 

20.4 

10.6 

6.9 

6.0 

100.0 
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The  following  paragraphs  provide  information  from  Table  1  that  describes  the 
availability  for  coins  from  each  of  the  four  mints  that  produced  Seated  dimes.  There 
are  rare  dates  from  each  of  the  mints  with  some  of  these  issues  being  underrated  in 
the  current  market. 

Philadelphia  Dimes:  The  1 844  and  1 846  dimes  have  long  been  known  to  be  rare 
in  mint  state  and  this  survey  supports  this  opinion.  Only  one  1 844  dime  was  reported 
in  AU-58  and  higher  grades  while  only  two  1 846  dimes  were  reported  in  these  grades. 
Another  early  date  that  is  difficult  to  obtain  in  high  grade  would  be  the  1840  With 
Drapery  dime  with  only  two  specimens  reported  in  AU-58  and  higher  grades.  The 
1837  Small  Date  and  Large  Date  dimes  were  reported  in  about  the  same  numbers 
but  there  were  fewer  Large  Date  coins  in  EF  and  higher  grades.  There  were  three 
times  as  many  1838  Large  Stars  coins  reported  as  1838  Small  Stars  coins  but  the 
Small  Stars  variety  is  much  harder  to  find  in  AU-58  and  higher  grades  with  only  six 
reported  specimens  in  these  grades.  There  were  more  than  1 00  examples  reported 
for  the  1856  Large  Date  and  Small  Date  dimes  in  the  survey.  While  the  mintage  for 
the  Large  Date  variety  has  been  listed  at  only  1 50,000,  this  variety  has  been  popular 
with  collectors  who  often  seek  out  the  die  marriages  for  this  issue.  The  table  shows 
that  between  7  and  1 2  examples  were  reported  for  the  1 863  to  1 867  dimes  in  grades 
of  AU-58  and  higher,  but  that  very  few  well  circulated  examples  were  reported  for 
these  issues.  The  survey  also  suggests  that  the  1 867  dime  is  the  rarest  of  these  five 
dates  in  all  grades.  The  survey  also  supports  the  opinion  that  1 879  and  1 880  dimes 
were  hoarded  during  the  late  19'^  century  and  therefore  more  readily  available  than 
1881  dimes. 

New  Orleans  Dimes:  The  survey  supports  the  opinion  that  New  Orleans  dimes 
before  1855  are  very  rare  in  AU  and  better  grades  and  that  true  uncirculated  coins 
are  especially  difficult  to  obtain.  The  table  shows  that  there  was  at  most  one  coin 
reported  in  MS-63  and  higher  grades  for  1 840-0, 1 843-0, 1 845-0, 1 849-0, 1 850-O, 
1 851  -O  and  1 853-0  dimes,  reflecting  true  rarity  for  these  issues  in  choice  condition. 
The  table  also  shows  that  there  were  large  numbers  of  average  circulated  1 839-0  to 
1 842-0  dimes.  This  is  due  to  the  large  number  of  popular  varieties  known  for  these 
issues  that  have  been  listed  by  Ahwash,  Greer  and  Fortin  in  their  reference  books  on 
the  series.  The  1860-O  dime  is  one  of  the  key  dates  in  the  series  with  only  32 
specimens  reported  in  this  survey,  none  of  them  in  grades  above  EF.  This  is 
consistent  with  the  fact  that  this  date  is  very  rare  and  very  expensive  in  grades  above 
EF.  The  1 891  -O  dime  had  the  most  pieces  reported  for  the  New  Orleans  issues  with 
1 74,  due  to  the  large  number  of  varieties  for  this  issue  that  are  generally  available  to 
the  interested  collector. 

San  Francisco  Dimes:  The  survey  shows  that  the  1856-S,  1858-S  and  1859-S 
dimes  were  reported  with  near  equal  frequency,  a  result  that  is  consistent  with  my 
data  on  the  availability  of  these  dates  in  Issue  #95  of  the  journal.  The  1 859-S  dime 
is  the  rarest  of  these  three  dates  in  high  grade  with  only  two  pieces  reported  above 
EF.  The  1861-S  to  1868-S  dimes  are  all  rare  in  high  grade  with  no  more  than  11 
reported  examples  for  any  of  these  dates  in  AU  and  higher  grades.  According  to  the 
survey,  the  1 862-S  dime  is  the  rarest  of  these  dates  in  high  grade  with  only  3  reported 
examples  in  AU  and  higher  grades.  The  1870-S,  1872-S  and  1885-S  dimes  all  had 
fewer  than  40  examples  reported  in  this  survey,  with  the  1 885-S  dime  being  the  key 
San  Francisco  date  with  only  33  examples  reported  in  all  grades. 
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Carson  City  Dimes:  Several  members  reported  hoards  of  high  grade  1875-CC, 
1 876-CC  and  1 877-00  dimes  including  two  respondents  who  reported  owning  only 
Oarson  Oity  dimes.  These  three  Oarson  Oity  dates  have  some  of  the  higher  totals  in 
the  series,  with  each  of  them  having  over  150  pieces  reported  in  all  grades.  This  is 
due  to  the  fact  that  high  grade  Carson  Oity  coins  are  very  popular  with  collectors  who 
will  often  search  for  the  many  interesting  varieties  for  these  issues.  The  1 871  -00  to 
1 874-00  dimes  are  all  well  known  for  their  great  rarity,  especially  in  high  grades.  The 
1 874-00  dime  is  the  rarest  of  these  four  dates  with  only  1 6  examples  reported  in  all 
grades.  The  survey  suggests  that  the  1872-00  and  1873-00  dimes  are  the  most 
frequently  available  of  the  four  rare  Oarson  Oity  dates,  a  result  that  is  consistent  with 
market  availability.  The  four  early  Oarson  Oity  dates  are  all  very  rare  and  very 
expensive  in  AU  and  higher  grades.  The  survey  shows  that  there  were  no  uncircu- 
lated examples  reported  for  any  of  these  four  dates  and  a  total  of  only  two  pieces  in 
AU  for  all  four  dates  combined.  There  was  one  1 871  -00  dime  in  AU  and  one  1 873- 
00  dime  in  AU,  the  only  two  high  grade  pieces  from  the  four  early  years.  It  was  also 
found  that  a  fairly  high  percentage  of  the  early  Oarson  Oity  dimes  had  been  certified 
by  the  grading  services.  A  tabulation  shows  that  24  of  the  87  pieces  from  these  four 
rare  issues  were  slabbed. 

There  have  been  two  recent  surveys  of  Seated  coins  with  more  coins  reported  in 
the  dime  survey  than  in  either  of  the  other  surveys.  The  results  show  that  there  were 
8525  coins  reported  by  83  club  members  in  the  2004  half  dollar  survey  and  6522 
coins  reported  by  70  club  members  in  the  2005  half  dime  survey.  The  results  of  the 
current  survey  show  that  there  were  9744  coins  reported  by  79  club  members  in  the 
2006  dime  survey. 


LSCC  Spring  Regional  Meeting 

LSCO  will  hold  a  regional  meeting  of  the  club  at  the  Central  States  Convention  in 
St.  Louis,  Missouri  during  May  2007.  The  convention  will  be  held  at  the  America's 
Center  in  St.  Louis  from  May  1 0-1 2,  2007.  The  club  meeting  has  been  scheduled  for 
9:00AM  on  Friday  May  1 1'^  in  Room  122  at  the  convention  center. 

The  purpose  of  the  meeting  will  be  to  provide  club  members  with  an  opportunity 
to  discuss  Seated  coinage.  It  is  expected  that  some  preliminary  information  on  the 
results  of  the  Seated  quarter  census  will  be  available  for  review  at  the  meeting.  A  club 
census  for  Seated  dollars  in  2008  and  for  Trade  Dollars  in  2009  will  also  be  discussed. 

Plans  for  the  publication  of  Issue  #100  of  the  journal  in  November  2007  will  be 
presented.  We  would  like  to  make  this  a  memorable  issue  with  the  publication  of 
some  historical  articles  on  Seated  coinage  and  the  presentation  of  some  significant 
research  by  Seated  scholars.  Several  members  have  already  been  invited  to  prepare 
articles  for  this  important  issue  but  the  success  of  this  promotion  will  depend  on  the 
contributions  fr'om  other  members  with  interesting  material  on  Seated  coinage. 

A  preliminary  document  for  the  establishment  of  an  LSCC  Hall  of  Fame  will  be 
presented  and  discussed  at  the  meeting.  Copies  of  the  four  Collective  Volumes  will 
be  available  for  review  and  purchase.  Current  plans  for  the  publication  of  Collective 
Volume  Number  Five  will  be  discussed. 

The  Editor 
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A  Deeply  Tarnished  1860-O  Half  Dollar 

by 

Weimar  White 


My  wife  purchased  an  1 860-O  half  dollar  about  fifteen  years  ago  that  we  submitted 
to  a  grading  service  for  certification.  The  coin  was  virtually  untoned  and  very 
attractive  when  it  received  a  certified  grade  of  About  Uncirculated.  Recently  we  were 
examining  some  coins  in  our  safe  deposit  box  when  we  ran  across  the  slabbed  1 860- 
O  half  dollar.  I  could  hardly  believe  what  I  saw!  The  coin  had  become  deeply 
tarnished  in  the  holder  and  its  surfaces  were  an  ugly  black.  I  could  not  even  tell  if  the 
coin  showed  any  wear  because  the  dark  toning  hid  so  much  of  the  surface  detail. 

I  took  the  coin  home,  cracked  it  out  of  its  holder  and  removed  the  tarnish.  I  then 
placed  it  in  an  Intercept  Shield  protective  case  and  was  pleased  to  note  that  I  now 
had  a  beautiful  sharply  struck  AU-58  coin.  To  determine  its  variety  I  went  to  the  Wiley- 
Bugert  reference  book  The  Complete  Guide  to  Liberty  Seated  Half  Dollars  and 
studied  the  listing  of  varieties  for  this  date.  I  quickly  determined  that  it  was  a  WB-1 05 
coin  that  was  struck  from  a  tail  hub  variety  2  die  with  a  recut  mintmark.  The  doubling 
on  the  mintmark  was  visible  along  the  inside  loop  of  the  O  at  about  10  o'clock.  An 
e-mail  message  from  Randy  Wiley  indicated  that  an  1 860-O  WB-1 05  half  dollar  in  an 
AU-58  grade  could  be  an  R5-I-  rarity.  The  authors  also  list  this  variety  as  an  R7-i-  rarity 
in  mint  state  in  their  reference  book. 

If  I  had  not  removed  the  tarnish  from  this  coin  I  would  not  have  been  able  to  see 
that  the  mintmark  had  been  recut.  Fortunately,  the  grading  services  have  improved 
the  quality  of  their  holders  so  that  I  would  not  expect  coins  to  become  so  deeply  toned 
in  the  newer  holders.  My  chemical  experimentation  with  the  newer  holders  confirmed 
this  conclusion  that  is  described  in  my  book  Coin  Chemistry,  Including  Preservation 
and  Cleaning. 
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Describing  Rarity  in  Numismatics 

by 

Michael  S.  Fey 

The  Rarity  Factor  is  frequently  used  as  a  short  hand  way  of  expressing  rarity  by 
cataloguers  in  numismatic  auctions,  by  sellers  in  internet  listings  and  by  dealers  in 
describing  their  inventory.  This  R  factor  is  designed  to  help  the  buyer  decide  whether 
to  purchase  an  item,  but  the  rarity  of  an  individual  coin  often  depends  upon  whether 
the  buyer  is  a  variety  specialist,  a  type  collector  or  an  investor.  I  therefore  feel  that  the 
rarity  information  given  for  a  specific  coin  should  be  expanded  so  that  buyers  with 
different  collecting  interests  can  better  evaluate  a  coin's  rarity  to  them.  The  expanded 
Sheldon  Rarity  Scale  used  by  Wiley  and  Bugert  in  their  guide  to  the  Seated  half  dollar 
series  is  given  below: 

Expanded  Sheldon  Rarity  Scale  for  Liberty  Seated  Half  Dollars 

Estimated  Number  Estimated  Number 


R  Value 

of  Pieces  Known 

R  Value 

of  Pieces  Known 

UNK 

0 

R4+ 

76  to  115 

R8 

1 

R4 

116  to  160 

R8- 

2  to  3 

R4- 

1 61  to  200 

R7+ 

4  to  6 

R3+ 

201  to  300 

R7 

7  to  9 

R3 

301  to  400 

R7- 

10to  12 

R3- 

401  to  500 

R6+ 

13to  18 

R2+ 

501  to  665 

R6 

19  to  24 

R2 

666  to  835 

RG- 

25 to  30 

R2- 

836  to  1250 

BS  + 

31  to  45 

R1  + 

1251  to  2600 

R5 

46  to  60 

R1 

2601  or  more 

R5- 

61  to  75 

A  hypothetical  example  from  the  Seated  half  dollar  series  will  be  provided  to 
demonstrate  the  changing  rarity  of  a  specific  coin  to  different  buyers.  Suppose  that 
an  auction  catalogue  lists  a  coin  for  sale  as  follows: 

1841-0  Half  Dollar,  PCGS  F-12,  WB-102,  R4,  a  scarce  variety. 

This  listing  would  lead  the  reader  to  believe  that  this  is  a  scarce  coin  but  the  buyer 
must  be  aware  of  the  category  used  to  establish  the  given  rating.  A  check  of  the  Wiley- 
Bugert  guide  to  the  Seated  half  dollar  series  will  show  that  the  1 841  -O  half  dollar  had 
a  mintage  of  4Q1 ,000  pieces  and  that  this  date  is  given  a  rating  of  R1  +  in  all  grades. 
This  information  would  indicate  that  the  1 841  -O  half  dollar  is  very  common  and  that 
the  date  collector  would  likely  have  many  other  opportunities  to  obtain  an  example 
of  this  issue. 

The  Wiley-Bugert  guide  lists  two  varieties  for  the  1 841  -0  half  dollar  with  the  WB- 
102  variety  being  the  more  difficult  to  obtain.  The  WB  guide  indicates  that  the  WB- 
1 02  half  dollar  with  the  Medium  O  mintmark  is  rated  as  an  R3  coin  in  all  grades  and 
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as  an  R4+  coin  in  the  FA/F  grade  range.  As  an  example  of  a  specific  WB  variety  this 
coin  now  becomes  scarce  and  the  variety  collector  would  have  to  more  carefully 
evaluate  whether  he  was  interested  in  this  piece. 

Suppose  that  while  viewing  lots  for  this  auction  I  notice  several  strong  die  cracks 
and  breaks  on  the  reverse.  Checking  the  Wiley-Bugert  guide  I  see  a  picture  of  the 
same  die  cracks  in  an  illustration  with  a  reference  that  the  WB-1 02  variety  was  struck 
from  two  reverse  dies.  A  statement  then  indicates  that  "One  tail  with  a  heavy  baseball 
die  crack  pattern  similar  to  the  seams  on  a  baseball  is  very  rare."  I  now  know  that  the 
coin  in  the  auction  is  an  example  of  the  WB-1 02  variety  from  the  baseball  die  crack 
reverse  that  has  been  identified  as  very  rare. 

To  verify  the  rarity  of  this  die  marriage  I  scanned  the  tables  of  the  Seated  Half  Dollar 
Census  that  were  prepared  by  Bill  Bugert  and  published  in  Issue  #91  of  the  journal.  I 
found  that  the  table  contained  33  examples  of  the  1 841  -O  WB-1 02  variety  but  only  6 
examples  of  the  baseball  crack  die  marriage.  This  information  would  support  the  opinion 
that  the  baseball  crack  die  marriage  is  very  rare  and  might  be  rated  R6  in  all  grades. 

This  particular  coin  has  been  certified  as  PCGS  F-1 2.  There  are  likely  other  coins 
of  this  variety  in  lower  grades  so  that  its  rarity  may  actually  be  higher  than  the  overall 
rarity  of  the  die  marriage.  It  should  also  be  noted  that  this  die  marriage  comes  in 
various  die  states  with  this  coin  being  in  one  of  the  latest  states  with  extensive  reverse 
die  breaks.  This  very  late  die  state  is  often  referred  to  as  the  terminal  die  state,  the 
state  of  the  die  just  prior  to  the  time  when  it  broke  apart  and  was  taken  out  of  service. 
If  I  now  consider  the  die  state  of  this  particular  specimen,  it  might  be  among  the  six 
finest  known  and  be  rated  as  an  R7  coin. 

As  the  consignor  of  this  coin  I  would  feel  that  its  rarity  may  not  have  been 
accurately  described  in  its  original  listing  as  an  R4  coin.  As  an  investor  I  would  have 
already  passed  on  the  coin  as  being  too  common  with  little  potential  for  phce 
Increases.  As  a  knowledgeable  Seated  half  dollar  collector  I  would  feel  that  this  piece 
represents  an  opportunity  to  obtain  atruly  rare  coin  that  might  be  overlooked  by  most 
bidders  in  the  auction. 

The  original  auction  listing  indicates  that  this  piece  is  rated  as  an  R4  coin.  I  would 
feel  that  the  rarity  of  this  piece  might  better  be  communicated  by  stating  that  it  is  an 
R7  coin  by  die  state,  an  R6  coin  by  die  marriage,  an  R4-I-  coin  by  WB  variety  in  grade, 
an  R3  coin  by  WB  variety  and  an  R1  +  coin  by  date.  This  example  shows  that  an 
extremely  rare  coin  for  the  Seated  specialist  could  be  represented  as  only  an  R4  coin 
when  offered  for  sale. 

It  has  been  a  general  practice  in  numismatics  to  list  the  rarity  of  individual  coins 
by  variety  only.  I  believe  that  listing  the  rarity  of  a  coin  only  by  variety  does  not 
adequately  describe  rarity  for  many  potential  buyers.  With  more  collectors  seeking 
rare  die  varieties,  rare  varieties  in  high  grades  and  even  rare  die  states,  isn't  it  time 
that  cataloguers,  dealers  and  knowledgeable  sellers  start  communicating  a  more 
accurate  picture  of  rarity  for  the  coins  they  sell? 
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A  Study  of  the  1858-0  WB-106  Half  Dollar 

by 

Bill  Bugert 


The  1858-0  issue  has  the  highest  mintage  of  any  New  Orleans  half  dollar  in  the 
Seated  series  and  is  common  today  in  all  circulated  grades.  By  the  time  our  reference 
book  The  Complete  Guide  to  Liberty  Seated  Half  Dollars  was  published  in  1993, 
Randy  Wiley  and  I  had  identified  18  head  dies  for  the  1858-0  half  dollar.  These 
included  dies  with  errant  digits  in  the  denticles  below  the  date  as  well  as  dies  with 
errant  digits  in  the  rocky  base  above  the  date.  One  of  the  most  easily  recognized 
varieties  for  this  year  is  the  WB-106  variety  with  an  errant  1  protruding  from  the 
denticles  and  an  errant  8  in  the  rock  above  the  date.  Further  study  of  this  head  die 
has  identified  two  additional  errant  8s  in  the  rock  and  gown  above  the  previously 
identified  errant  8.  This  new  discovery  now  makes  it  a  quadruple  8  variety. 

Additional  research  on  the  1 858-0  WB-1 06  half  dollar  has  identified  three  reverse 
dies  that  were  paired  with  this  interesting  head  die.  The  errant  1  fades  through  the 
life  of  this  die  but  it  is  still  visible  on  all  three  die  marriages.  All  examples  of  this  variety 


1858-0  WB-106  Half  Dollar 
Errant  1  in  Denticles  Die  Line  from  Rock  to  Denticles 
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1858-0  WB-106  Half  Dollar 
Errant  8s  in  Gown  and  Rock 


have  full  drapery  and  full  foot  support  and  all  three  die  marriages  have  140  edge 
reeds.  Detailed  information  on  the  New  Orleans  mintmark  will  not  be  given  for  the 
three  WB-106  reverse  dies.  The  size  and  position  of  the  mintmark  is  very  similar  on 
all  three  dies  so  that  other  features  will  be  used  to  identify  the  three  die  marriages. 
Additional  information  on  these  marriages  is  given  below. 

1858-0  WB-106  Die  Marriage  1 

Obverse  1 :  This  is  the  earliest  die  state  of  the  obverse  die.  The  1  in  the  denticles 
and  the  fragments  of  the  errant  8s  in  the  rock  and  gown  are  clearly  visible.  There  is 
a  small  tine  protruding  from  the  denticles  near  the  9'^  star.  All  of  the  stars  are  recut 
or  outlined.  This  earliest  die  state  shows  a  die  line  that  runs  from  the  lower  left  base 
of  the  rock  diagonally  down  to  the  denticles. 

Reverse  A:  There  is  evidence  of  heavy  clashing  in  the  right  side  of  the  shield, 
outside  the  left  wing  and  below  the  right  wing.  There  are  nearly  horizontal  die  lines 
in  the  recessed  area  of  the  lower  and  upper  right  side  of  the  shield.  There  is  a  die  crack 
that  runs  from  a  denticle  through  the  T  in  STATES  and  out  into  the  field  below.  Another 
crack  runs  from  a  denticle  to  the  lower  olive  leaf.  Rarity:  R3. 


-  .  /y- 


1858-0  WB-106  Half  Dollar,  Reverse  A 
Die  Crack  through  T  in  STATES  Die  Lines  in  Shield 
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1858-0  WB-106  Die  Marriage  2 

Obverse  1 :  The  head  die  is  now  in  a  slightly  later  die  state.  The  1  in  the  denticles 
and  the  fragments  of  the  errant  8s  plainly  show.  The  die  line  from  the  rock  is  evident 
although  not  as  strong.  The  small  tine  protruding  from  the  denticles  near  the  9""  star 
is  still  very  strong.  Stars  3,  4,  6,  7,  8,  11  and  12  are  recut  or  outlined. 

Reverse  B:  The  primary  keys  in  identifying  this  die  are  the  die  lines  above  the  NIT 
in  UNITED  and  above  the  ER  in  AMERICA.  There  are  also  small  unfinished  die  lumps 
on  the  edges  of  the  middle  arrowhead  and  a  small  lump  inside  the  upper  roof  of  the 
eagle's  mouth.  Rarity:  R3. 


1858-0  WB-106  Half  Dollar 
Reverse  B  with  Die  Lines  above  NIT 


1858-0  WB-106  Half  Dollar 
Reverse  B  with  Die  Lumps  on  Edges  of  Arrowhead 
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1858-0  WB-106  Die  Marriage  3 

Obverse  la:  The  1  in  the  denticles  and  the  errant  8s  in  the  rock  and  gown  are  now 
very  weak.  The  die  line  from  the  rock  base  is  still  visible  but  weak. 

Reverse  C:  There  are  heavy  horizontal  die  lines  in  the  field  that  run  above,  below 
and  through  the  olive  leaves  to  the  eagle's  claw.  There  are  also  diagonal  die  lines  that 
run  through  the  ED  in  UNITED  and  through  the  AME  in  AMERICA.  In  a  late  die  state 
there  is  also  a  heavy  die  crack  on  top  of  the  arrowheads.  Rarity:  R3. 


1858  -O  WB-106  Half  Dollar 
Reverse  C  with  Die  Lines  in  Field 

When  our  guide  to  the  series  was  published  in  1 993  we  only  knew  about  the  first 
die  marriage  for  this  variety.  The  second  and  third  marriages  were  discovered  later 
but  over  the  years  I  have  seen  enough  coins  to  rate  each  of  them  as  R3  in  rarity.  I 
would  say  that  Die  Marriage  3  is  probably  the  least  available  and  the  most  difficult 
marriage  to  identify  because  the  errant  digits  are  now  very  weak. 
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Rare  1870-CC  Quarter  Unearthed  in  Nevada 

Ghost  Town 

by 

Len  Augsburger 

Metal  detectors  for  hobbyists  and  treasure  hunters  became  popular  with  the 
steady  increase  in  the  price  of  precious  metals  during  the  1970s.  Numismatic 
periodicals  regularly  carried  advertisements  for  these  devices  and  as  a  young 
collector  I  always  dreamed  that  owning  one  would  result  in  instant  riches.  A  metal 
detector  never  materialized  under  our  Christmas  tree  but  this  quite  likely  saved  me 
from  some  childhood  disappointments  since  the  typical  detectorist  doesn't  usually 
find  much  more  than  scrap  metal  or  a  few  common  coins.  One  detectorist  explained 
his  futility  on  the  Internet  while  describing  his  outings  to  abandoned  towns  by 
lamenting  "My  friends  were  usually  done  exploring  the  town  while  I  was  still  digging 
up  rusty  cans  in  the  first  building." 

Oregon  resident  Doyle  Johnson  got  into  metal  detecting  during  this  same  era  and 
after  a  generation  of  searching  recently  made  a  spectacular  find.  Good  research  is 
always  a  key  component  to  such  a  discovery,  and  Johnson  had  staked  out  a 
particular  ghost  town  in  Nevada  that  had  come  into  existence  around  1 870  and  faded 
into  oblivion  a  short  twenty  years  later.  The  town  never  had  more  than  a  hundred 
residents  but  one  of  them  left  a  souvenir  that  would  be  lost  for  more  than  a  century. 
While  working  the  town  in  2005  Johnson  used  a  plastic  trowel  for  digging  and  in 
about  two  inches  of  soil  uncovered  the  rarest  of  the  rare,  an  1 870-00  quarter  that  was 
struck  in  nearby  Oarson  Oity.  The  coin  was  sent  to  NOS  for  authentication  and 
preservation  while  still  encrusted  in  dirt.  The  coin  currently  resides  in  an  NOS  holder 
and  is  graded  "VF  Details,  Improperly  Oleaned".  This  coin  has  much  stronger  detail 
than  another  1870-00  quarter  found  several  years  ago  in  a  fire  pit  and  reported  in 
Issue  #81  of  the  journal.  This  coin  was  unslabbed  and  corroded  nearly  beyond 
recognition  but  the  seller  did  guarantee  it  to  be  genuine. 


1870-CC  Quarter  Unearthed  in  Nevada  Ghost  Town 
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The  1 870-CC  quarter  had  a  mintage  of  8340  pieces  and  I  estimated  a  survival  rate 
of  about  one  percent  in  my  article  on  this  date  in  Issue  #81 .  The  Eliasberg  coin  is  the 
only  known  uncirculated  example  of  this  date  and  it  is  followed  in  the  condition 
census  by  a  handful  of  AU  pieces.  PCGS  and  NGC  currently  report  a  total  of  43  coins 
for  this  date.  In  recent  years  the  market  for  Seated  coinage  has  focused  on  rarity  and 
condition  rarity,  a  trend  that  has  increased  the  demand  for  early  Carson  City  coinage. 
Interest  in  this  coinage  is  further  enhanced  by  the  publication  of  Curry's  Chronicle, 
the  new  quarterly  journal  of  the  Carson  City  Coin  Collectors  of  America.  This  new 
publication  has  only  increased  the  excitement  surrounding  these  romantic  coins 
from  the  Old  West.  The  recent  Johnson  find  adds  to  the  fascinating  history  of  these 
rare  pieces  and  demonstrates  that  others  will  likely  be  discovered  at  abandoned  sites 
in  the  coming  years.  The  Johnson  coin  is  currently  for  sale  and  further  information 
on  the  piece  can  be  obtained  from  him  at  doyle_johnson@comcast.net. 

The  research  done  by  Johnson  in  choosing  the  site  for  his  dig  reminded  me  of  the 
work  done  by  Ken  Cable-Camilleis  in  identifying  the  location  of  19th  century  revival 
camp  meetings.  In  Issue  #84  he  reported  that  careful  research  led  him  to  an  old 
revival  camp  site  where  he  found  19  Seated  coins,  over  100  large  cents,  two  dozen 
Spanish  silver  coins  and  a  number  of  Bust  coins.  Dwayne  Statzer  described  several 
Seated  coins  in  Issues  #35  and  #37  that  were  found  while  panning  for  gold  in  the 
California  hills.  The  best  of  these  was  a  dark  1 855-S  half  dollar  with  full  LIBERTY  and 
an  1874-CC  dime  with  F-15  details  that  had  some  minor  corrosion  in  its  deepest 
crevices.  In  Issue  #48  Ron  Feuer  reported  finding  an  1875-S  quarter  and  an  1843 
dime  under  a  very  old  oak  tree  on  the  grounds  of  an  old  college  in  North  Carolina. 
But  perhaps  the  most  spectacular  detecting  find  was  reported  by  Bill  Bugert  in  Issue 
#49  when  he  described  the  discovery  of  four  AU  1860-O  dimes  that  were  found  at 
a  Confederate  campsite  in  Warrenton,  Pennsylvania.  These  examples  demonstrate 
that  good  research  is  the  key  in  locating  Seated  coins  that  have  been  lost  for  over  a 
century  and  that  rare  date  coins  can  be  found  if  you  know  where  to  look. 

A  Review  for  the  Second  Edition  of  the  Coin 
Chemistry  Reference  Book 

Two  years  have  gone  by  since  the  release  of  the  first  edition  of  the  popular 
reference  book  Coin  Cliemistry,  Including  Preservation  and  Cleaning  by  Weimar 
White.  I  would  like  to  report  that  a  new  second  edition  of  this  important  book  has  just 
been  released.  Its  covers  present  stunning  photographs  of  a  proof  like  1 870-CC 
Seated  dollar  and  it  has  been  expanded  by  nearly  thirty  percent  from  72  to  93  pages. 
Reading  this  second  edition  will  not  only  benefit  the  seasoned  numismatist  but 
provide  anyone  new  to  the  excitement  and  richness  of  collecting  with  some  valuable 
information  on  surface  chemistry.  Collectors  interested  in  coin  grading,  the  mecha- 
nism of  coin  toning,  the  preferred  methods  of  coin  storage  and  the  preservation  and 
conservation  of  coins  must  read  this  book  that  is  authored  by  one  of  the  most  prolific 
and  well  respected  experts  in  these  fields.  The  new  second  edition  expands  on  these 
topics  and  includes  many  new  high  quality  photographs  that  illustrate  the  points 
being  made  in  the  text. 

This  new  book  can  be  purchased  from  American  Sports  Media,  3495  Winton 
Place,  Building  E,  Suite  2,  Rochester,  New  York  14623  for  $19.95  per  copy.  More 
information  on  the  contents  of  this  reference  text  can  be  obtained  by  calling  American 
Sports  Media  at  1-800-932-4557,  ext  17. 1  strongly  recommend  this  book  to  anyone 
interested  in  sharpening  their  numismatic  skills. 

David  J.  Locker 
LSCC  #1250 
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An  1874-CC  Half  Dollar  with  Several  Misplaced  Digits 

by 

Paul  Brill 


In  2005  I  purchased  an  1874-CC  half  dollar  from  Dick  Osburn  that  had  a  known 
misplaced  digit  within  the  coin.  This  interesting  variety  had  been  reported  by  Osburn 
in  his  article  New  Seated  Half  Dollar  Varieties  that  was  published  in  Issue  #86  of  the 
journal.  The  misplaced  digit  was  the  base  of  an  errant  1  that  was  protruding  out  from 
the  left  edge  of  the  scroll  just  below  Miss  Liberty's  forefinger.  Osburn  reported  this 
variety  as  rare  in  his  article  in  March  2003. 

Upon  further  examination  of  my  coin  that  was  graded  PCGS  AU-53  I  found  two 
additional  misplaced  digits.  The  first  of  these  was  the  left  base  of  an  errant  1  that  was 
extending  out  from  the  left  side  of  the  first  set  of  vertical  stripes  in  the  shield.  The 
second  extra  digit  was  the  base  of  another  errant  1  in  the  rock  between  the  74  digits 
in  the  date.  In  an  exchange  of  e-mail  messages  with  Randy  Wiley  I  learned  that  he 
had  discovered  the  two  errant  digits  in  the  shield  in  1 999  and  had  also  seen  the  same 
mark  that  I  had  observed  over  the  74  in  the  date.  The  second  errant  1  in  the  shield 
had  not  been  reported  by  Osburn  in  Issue  #86  but  Wiley  thought  that  the  defect  over 
the  74  looked  more  like  a  rectangular  lump  than  the  remains  of  an  errant  digit. 
However,  upon  further  examination  I  still  feel  that  the  rectangular  shape  in  the  rock 
is  the  remains  of  an  errant  digit. 

At  this  point  I  decided  to  conduct  some  research  on  the  appearance  of  misplaced 
digits  on  Seated  coinage  to  see  if  I  could  obtain  some  additional  information  on  them. 
I  discovered  that  misplaced  digits  are  found  in  the  rock  base  with  some  frequency 
and  that  multiple  misplaced  digits  have  also  been  found  on  Seated  coinage.  In  Issue 
#62  of  the  jourrial  Dick  Osburn  reported  five  errant  digits  on  an  1 858  half  dollar  within 
the  shield,  skirt  and  rock  base.  In  Issue  #75  Osburn  reported  1 5  different  misplaced 
digits  on  an  1 866  half  dollar  within  the  shield,  scroll  and  rock  base.  It  therefore  does 
appear  that  multiple  misplaced  digits  have  appeared  on  other  coins  in  the  same 
areas  as  on  my  1874-CC  half  dollar. 
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I  then  decided  to  review  the  existing  literature  on  misplaced  dates  in  the  journal 
so  that  I  could  better  understand  the  cause  for  these  extra  digits,  especially  those  that 
appeared  out  of  the  date  area.  I  learned  that  misplaced  dates  seemed  to  be  part  of 
the  process  while  making  dies  for  Seated  coinage  but  that  they  are  almost  never  seen 
on  Bust  coinage.  Chris  Pilliod  provided  some  very  good  thoughts  from  his  research 
on  misplaced  dates  in  Issue  #63  with  the  following  observations: 

1 .  Very  few  Seated  dies  before  1 850  had  errant  digits  punched  into  the  denticles 
or  the  rock  base  but  many  dies  of  this  era  had  repunched  dates.  However, 
by  the  late  1 850s  there  were  many  dies  with  misplaced  dates  in  the  denticles 
and  rock  base. 

2.  There  are  no  real  examples  of  digits  in  the  denticles  for  Bust  coinage. 

3.  Single  digit  punches  were  used  to  place  dates  on  the  dies  for  Bust  coinage. 

4.  Several  dies  used  for  gold  coinage  in  1847  were  some  of  the  first  to  show 
errant  digits. 

5.  Did  the  development  and  use  of  a  date  alignment  jig  increase  the  frequency 
of  misplaced  dates  on  Seated  dies? 

In  his  article  in  Issue  #86  Dick  Osburn  described  a  number  of  very  interesting 
varieties  and  assigned  each  an  estimated  rarity.  He  defined  a  total  of  86  new  varieties 
that  included  40  with  repunched  dates  and  1 6  with  misplaced  dates.  These  varieties 
represent  31  different  dates  and  mints  from  1841  to  1882.  For  the  16  dies  with 
misplaced  dates,  most  were  in  the  denticles  or  in  the  field  near  the  date.  I  find  these 
errors  to  be  understandable  because  the  die  cutters  should  have  been  able  to 
reasonably  orient  the  die  with  the  date  punch  even  if  they  were  occasionally  a  little 
high  or  low  to  their  target  area. 

Gerry  Fortin  gives  a  detailed  analysis  of  misplaced  dates  on  Seated  dimes  in  Issue 
#69  of  the  journal  and  raises  the  question  of  misuse  of  a  date  alignment  jig  as  a  valid 
cause  for  many  misplaced  dates.  He  indicates  that  the  majority  of  misplaced  dates 
are  variations  and  shifts  of  digits  in  the  date  field  compared  to  radical  misplaced  dates 
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in  the  shield  or  gown.  He  also  reports  a  clear  difference  in  the  nature  and  location  of 
misplaced  dates  for  the  years  from  1 851  to  1 877  compared  to  the  period  from  1 883 
to  1891.  He  indicates  that  this  suggests  some  change  in  the  date  alignment 
equipment  while  reporting  that  no  misplaced  dates  were  observed  on  Seated  dimes 
from  1878  to  1882. 

Ron  Landis  gives  a  detailed  review  of  how  radical  misplaced  dates  were  possibly 
generated  in  his  article/A  Theory  on  the  Cause  of  Misplaced  Dates  in  Issue  #69  of  the 
journal.  Some  of  his  key  points  are  as  follows: 

1 .  Misplaced  dates  occur  on  about  500  die  varieties  on  all  denominations  of  US 
coinage  from  about  1840  to  1908. 

2.  There  was  some  sort  of  method  to  their  appearance. 

3.  Misplaced  dates  usually  show  up  directly  north  or  south  of  the  primary  date 
with  a  mechanical  consistency  suggesting  a  date  alignment  jig. 

4.  Die  sinking  jigs  were  used  as  early  as  1 793  by  the  US  mint,  and  are  often  used 
even  today  to  assist  die  cutters  in  accurately  sinking  individual  letters  or 
digits. 

5.  Hammering  individual  digits  or  gang  punches  into  a  die  will  produce  a 
satisfactory  date  on  the  die  but  the  hammering  risks  damage  to  the  punch  or 
the  jig. 

6.  Full  date  punches  can  be  used  with  a  small  screw  press  equipped  with  an 
adapter  and  ram  for  sinking  the  date  into  the  die. 

7.  If  screw  presses  were  routinely  used  during  the  Seated  era  to  add  dates  to 
the  coinage  dies,  then  occasional  inattention  to  detail  or  failure  to  lock  down 
the  screw  press  by  the  operator  could  have  allowed  the  date  punch  to  make 
a  date  mark  in  the  die  at  the  wrong  place,  especially  if  the  obverse  die  and 
punch  were  not  in  proper  alignment. 

While  this  analysis  provides  plausible  explanations  for  many  of  the  errant  digits  in 
the  date  field,  it  does  not  explain  how  misplaced  digits  show  up  at  other  odd  locations 
far  from  the  date  on  the  coin.  A  plausible  explanation  for  radically  placed  extra  digits 
could  be  the  misuse  of  a  date  alignment  jig  with  multiple  date  set  cavities  for  different 
denominations  as  described  by  Del  Homines  in  his  articles  in  Issues  #56  and  #57 
of  the  journal.  He  demonstrated  in  Issue  #57  that  a  date  jig  with  cavities  for  several 
denominations  can  cause  the  date  to  initially  be  set  too  high  or  too  low  in  the  date 
field  when  the  wrong  cavity  is  used.  The  use  of  the  wrong  date  cavity  could  cause  the 
date  digits  to  be  placed  in  the  denticles  or  the  rocky  base.  If  in  addition  the  date  jig 
was  not  properly  aligned  with  the  obverse  die  or  not  properly  secured  during  the 
process,  it  would  be  possible  to  have  date  fragments  in  such  places  as  the  shield, 
skirt  and  scroll  as  I  have  described  on  my  1874-CC  half  dollar  earlier  in  this  article. 

it  should  be  noted  that  Del  Romines  had  personal  contact  with  an  older  gentleman 
whose  father  worked  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint.  This  individual  showed  him  a  device 
that  was  used  to  set  dates  at  the  mint  and  gives  credence  to  the  possibility  that  this 
type  of  date  alignment  jig  was  actually  used  to  set  dates  on  Seated  dies.  However 
it  is  still  not  known  when  date  alignment  jigs  with  multiple  date  cavities  were  first  used 
at  the  mint. 
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I  hope  that  this  review  will  stimulate  continued  investigation  into  the  causes  of 
radical  misplaced  dates  on  Seated  coins. 
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LSCC  Membership  Profile  for  2006 


A  recent  computerization  of  the  club  membership  list  has  facilitated  a  statistical 
analysis  of  the  current  club  roster.  The  data  presented  is  based  on  the  membership 
list  as  of  December  31 ,  2006.  The  total  active  club  membership  now  stands  at  614 
with  membership  numbers  running  from  #003  to  #2080.  The  following  chart  breaks 
down  membership  by  club  number  with  larger  numbers  representing  individuals  with 
shorter  terms  within  the  club. 

Club  Membership  by  Number 

Membership  Number  Number  of  Active  Members 

001  to  500  74 

501  to  1000  108 

1001  to  1500  129 

1501  to  2000  224 

2001  to  2080  79 

Total  614 


The  first  issue  of  the  journal  was  published  in  December  1 974  and  sent  to  over  200 
collectors  and  dealers  who  were  basically  clients  and  associates  of  club  founder 
Kam  Ahwash.  All  of  the  individuals  on  his  initial  list  were  enrolled  as  club  members 
and  most  of  them  retained  their  membership  for  many  years.  We  reached  member- 
ship number  500  by  1980  so  that  individuals  with  a  membership  number  below  500 
have  been  club  members  for  at  least  26  years.  Club  membership  increased  during 
the  1980s  with  a  growing  interest  in  the  collecting  of  Seated  coinage  by  date  and 
mintmark.  There  was  still  very  limited  information  available  on  these  beautiful  19"" 
century  Seated  series  but  the  first  two  Collective  Volumes  of  the  journal  provided 
valuable  reference  material  for  the  interested  collector.  Club  membership  numbers 
reached  1000  by  1988  so  that  individuals  with  a  membership  number  below  1000 
have  been  club  members  for  at  least  1 8  years.  The  club  had  its  greatest  growth  period 
during  the  early  1990s  when  active  membership  reached  a  peak  of  almost  700 
members  in  1991.  Club  membership  numbers  reached  1500  by  1995  so  that 
individuals  with  a  membership  number  below  1500  have  been  club  members  for  at 
least  1 1  years.  Over  the  last  twelve  years  club  membership  has  remained  stable  with 
an  active  roster  of  about  600  members.  During  this  period  we  have  typically  added 
about  50  new  members  each  year  and  lost  just  about  as  many  from  the  active  roster. 
Very  few  collectors  drop  their  membership  after  they  have  been  on  the  active  list  for 
more  than  10  years.  Most  long  time  members  are  dedicated  Seated  collectors  who 
still  enjoy  reading  about  Seated  coinage  even  after  they  have  sold  their  collections. 
The  most  frequently  given  reason  by  long  time  members  for  discontinuing  their 
membership  is  illness.  The  greatest  loss  of  membership  in  any  given  year  is  for 
individuals  who  have  been  members  less  than  five  years.  These  are  usually 
collectors  who  have  developed  an  interest  in  one  or  more  of  the  Seated  series  but 
move  on  to  another  specialty  as  their  collection  expands.  Club  membership  numbers 
reached  2000  by  2005  and  additions  to  the  active  roster  continue  at  a  normal  pace. 
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We  believe  that  the  club  can  create  new  opportunities  for  continued  growth  by 
expanding  its  services  to  collectors  interested  in  Seated  coinage  in  the  coming  years. 

The  table  below  shows  the  number  of  active  club  members  by  state  of  residence 
for  the  current  roster  of  61 4  members.  A  review  of  this  table  will  show  that  one  quarter 
of  the  club  members  reside  in  only  three  states  while  almost  half  reside  in  only  eight 
states.  The  table  shows  that  there  are  several  clusters  of  members  in  three  regions 
of  the  country.  The  table  also  includes  three  members  who  live  in  Washington  DC, 
two  who  live  in  Canada  and  one  who  resides  in  Japan.  There  are  currently  no  active 
club  members  who  live  in  the  states  of  Hawaii  or  Montana. 


Residence  of  Club  Members 


State 

f^3lifr>rnia 
v.yciiii\ji  1  lid 

New  York 

44 

Ppnn^v/lvanip 
1  ^1 II  loyivcii  iiQ 

vJv7 

Illinois 

1 1 1 1 1  1  wlO 

Ohio 

30 

Tpxas 

27 

Florida 

25 

Virainia 

24 

Washinaton 

23 

Michigan 

22 

Massachusetts 

21 

Npw  lprQP\/ 
iMcvv  uci ocy 

Arizona 

16 

Indiana 

15 

Maryland 

15 

North  Carolina 

13 

Alabama 

10 

Oregon 

10 

Iowa 

9 

Kentucky 

9 

Missouri 

9 

Wisconsin 

9 

Connecticut 

8 

Nevada 

8 

Colorado 

7 

State  Number 

Minnesota  7 

Tennessee  7 

Georgia  6 

Nebraska  6 

Louisiana  5 

Alaska  4 

Idaho  4 

Kansas  4 

Maine  4 

New  Hampshire  4 

Oklahoma  4 

Rhode  Island  4 

South  Carolina  4 

Delaware  3 

New  Mexico  3 

Washington  DC  3 

Arkansas  2 

Canada  2 

South  Dakota  2 

Vermont  2 


Japan 
Mississippi 
North  Dakota 
Utah 

West  Virginia 
Wyoming 
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Club  Membership  by  Region 


NORTHEAST 

New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  Virginia 


142 


WEST  COAST 

California,  Oregon,  Washington,  Arizona,  Nevada 


137 


UPPER  MIDWEST 


Illinois,  Indiana,  Ohio,  Michigan,  Wisconsin 


111 


Total 


390 


These  three  regions  of  five  states  include  64%  of  the  total  club  membership  and 
include  twelve  of  the  top  fifteen  states  in  membership.  The  only  other  three  states  with 
club  membership  of  more  than  fifteen  individuals  would  be  Texas  with  27  members, 
Florida  with  25  members  and  Massachusetts  with  21  members. 

The  purpose  of  this  presentation  is  to  provide  some  information  on  the  profile  of 
club  membership  so  that  members  have  a  better  idea  where  other  Seated  enthusi- 
asts reside  and  how  long  they  have  been  active  in  the  organization.  It  is  hoped  that 
this  information  will  help  the  club  expand  its  services  to  members  in  the  immediate 
future. 


LSCC  is  pleased  to  announce  that  the  club  website  www.lsccweb.org  has  been 
launched.  This  website  will  provide  an  overview  of  the  club  for  prospective  new 
members  and  act  as  a  resource  of  information  on  Seated  coinage  for  current 
members.  Existing  content  includes  a  recommended  list  of  research  material  for 
collectors  of  Seated  coinage  plus  a  consolidated  index  of  articles  published  by  the 
club  since  1974.  An  LSCC  club  calendar  is  also  included  as  well  as  a  representative 
selection  of  previously  published  articles. 

Members  are  encouraged  to  make  suggestions  on  additional  material  that  they 
would  like  to  see  posted  on  the  website.  Suggestions  can  be  made  to  me  at 
leonard_augsburger@hotmail.com. 


Len  Augsburger 
Secretary-Treasurer 


LSCC  Website  Launched 


Len  Augsburger 
LSCC  Secretary /Treasurer 
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More  Money... 
Less  Time 


Instant  Cash  for  Your  Collection  with 
the  Benefit  of  a  Competitive  Auction! 

At  David  Lawrence,  our  Guaranteed  Auction  Program  gives  you  both.  If  you're 
looking  for  more  profitable  selling  options,  try  our  unique  seller's  program. 
Simply  consign  your  coins  to  one  of  our  weekly  Internet  auctions  at  a  mutually 
agreed  upon"Guaranteed  Price".  That  value  becomes  the  reserve.  As  your  lots 
sell  in  auction  you  will  receive  100%  of  the  hammer  price  on  sold  lots.  Any  that 
don't  sell,  you  receive  the  Guaranteed  Offer.  Liberal  cash  advances  are  available. 

It's  that  simple.  Scores  of  participants  have  already  received  between  5%  and 
200%  more  than  the  reserve  for  their  GAP  consignments. 

If  you  are  interested  in  learning  more  about  this  exciting  program,  please 
call  today. 


Win  Callender 
Vice  President 
800-776-0560  ext  101 
win@davidlawrence.com 


David  Lawrence 

RARE   COINS   I   CURRENCY   I  STAMPS 
Live  Auction  Results  al  Internet  Speed 

www.davidlawrence.com 

PO  Box  91 74,  Virginia  Beach,  VA  23450 
P'N'G  info@davidlawrence.com 
.   800-776-0560 
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The  Byers  Collection  of  Seated  Half  Dollars 

by 

John  W.  McCloskey 


The  George  W.  Byers  Collection  of  Seated  half  dollars  was  assembled  over  a 
period  of  50  years  and  contained  sonne  of  the  most  important  half  dollars  struck 
during  the  1 9'^  century.  This  wonderful  collection  contained  many  beautiful  mint  state 
pieces,  was  complete  by  date  and  mint  and  was  recently  sold  at  auction  by  Stack's 
during  October  2006.  This  article  will  review  the  highlights  of  that  sale  to  help 
collectors  better  understand  the  overall  quality  and  significance  of  this  important 
collection  of  Seated  coins. 

The  Philadelphia  mint  coins  were  complete  by  date  with  at  least  one  coin  present 
for  all  of  the  years  from  1 839  to  1 891 .  Many  of  the  dates  were  represented  by  coins 
described  as  proof  by  the  cataloguers  while  the  other  pieces  were  mint  state  or  nearly 
so.  The  collection  contained  proof  coins  for  most  of  the  years  prior  to  1850  and 
included  a  complete  run  of  proofs  from  1854  to  1875  except  for  the  year  1870. 
Interestingly  enough  there  were  no  proof  coins  for  six  of  the  low  mintage  years  from 
1879  to  1891. 

One  of  the  most  important  pieces  in  the  collection  was  the  1839  No  Drapery  half 
dollar  in  brilliant  proof  condition  that  is  believed  to  be  one  of  only  four  proof  examples 
of  this  date.  This  piece  would  grade  Proof-61  and  it  was  accompanied  by  a 
photocopy  of  a  letter  from  Walter  Breen  stating  that  he  had  examined  it  and 
unhesitatingly  declared  it  to  be  a  proof  specimen  of  this  date.  The  most  important 
feature  of  this  piece  is  that  it  is  a  proof  coin  of  the  Seated  type  without  the  three  folds 
of  drapery  at  the  elbow  and  with  the  large  rock  to  the  left  of  the  shield.  All  other  proof 
coins  of  the  Seated  type  were  struck  from  the  modified  with  drapery  design.  This 
important  piece  sold  for  $54,625. 

The  sale  also  included  the  finest  known  example  of  the  1 847/46  half  dollar  that  was 
described  as  brilliant  proof  by  the  cataloguers.  This  coin  had  a  strong  strike  with 
beautiful  toning  and  it  was  an  early  die  state  example  of  this  interesting  variety.  The 
lower  left  serif  of  an  earlier  1  could  be  seen  in  the  field  to  the  left  of  the  1  in  the  date 
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and  the  base  of  an  earlier  4  was  visible  below  and  between  the  84  in  the  date.  Finally, 
the  strongest  evidence  of  an  overdate  was  the  lower  arc  of  an  earlier  6  that  was  clearly 
visible  in  the  field  below  and  between  the  47  in  the  date.  Interestingly,  the  reverse  of 
this  coin  was  in  a  very  late  die  state  with  cracks  visible  along  the  top  of  the  letters  in 
UNITED  STATES  and  AME  and  along  the  base  of  the  letters  HALF  DOL.  There  was 
also  a  crack  running  from  the  lower  edge  of  the  U  through  the  left  wing  and  three 
leaves  to  the  lower  left  base  of  the  H.  Another  crack  could  be  seen  running  from  the 
middle  arrow  tip  to  the  rim.  This  beautiful  coin  was  the  Queller  specimen  of  this  rare 
variety  that  sold  for  $27,600. 

Several  other  early  proof  coins  were  included  that  should  be  described.  The  1 848 
half  dollar  was  a  gem  brilliant  proof  coin  that  would  grade  Proof-65.  It  had  light  golden 
toning  on  nearly  flawless  fields  and  sold  for  $54,625.  The  1 849  half  dollar  was  a  gem 
brilliant  proof  coin  that  had  been  graded  NGC  PF-66.  This  piece  was  from  the  Pittman 
Collection  and  had  some  deep  blue  and  golden  toning  near  the  rims.  This  beautiful 
coin  sold  for  $56,350.  It  should  be  noted  that  the  1848  and  1849  proof  coins 
described  above  were  both  struck  from  the  same  reverse  die  that  is  identified  by 
several  die  scratches.  Both  dates  are  very  rare  in  proof  condition  with  no  more  than 
about  five  examples  known  for  each  date. 

There  were  many  other  nice  proof  coins  in  the  sale  but  the  piece  that  I  found 
particularly  fascinating  was  the  1 862  Judd  296  pattern  half  dollar.  This  coin  provided 
an  example  of  the  experiments  conducted  at  the  mint  prior  to  the  addition  of  the 
reverse  motto  in  1 866.  It  was  struck  from  regular  half  dollar  dies  but  the  reverse  had 
the  proposed  motto  GOD  OUR  TRUST  in  thefield  overthe  eagle's  head.  The  coin  was 
a  very  choice  brilliant  proof  pattern  coin  struck  in  copper  that  was  graded  PCGS  PR- 
64RB.  This  interesting  piece  sold  for  $4025. 

The  New  Orleans  half  dollars  were  complete  by  date  with  at  least  one  coin  for  each 
year  from  1 840  to  1 861  appearing  in  AU  or  better  grades.  There  were  mint  state  coins 
for  all  of  the  New  Orleans  dates  except  for  the  1 842-0  and  1 850-O  issues.  One  of  the 
best  bargains  in  the  sale  was  an  1 842-0  Small  Date  half  dollar  that  would  grade  AU- 
55.  This  coin  was  struck  from  a  reverse  that  had  its  0  mintmark  high  and  to  the  left 
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up  near  the  feather  tip.  This  reverse  usually  appears  weakly  struck  but  this  coin  had 
the  strongest  strike  yet  seen  for  this  variety.  It  sold  for  only  $3738.  The  1843-0  half 
dollar  was  a  gem  brilliant  uncirculated  coin  that  was  graded  PCGS  MS-65.  It  was  an 
exceptional  coin  and  had  nearly  perfect  fields  with  beautiful  toning.  It  sold  for  $9775. 
The  1 849-0  half  dollar  was  another  gem  brilliant  uncirculated  coin  that  would  grade 
MS-65.  It  had  a  strong  strike  and  was  another  outstanding  branch  mint  coin  that  sold 
for  $1 2,650.  The  1 859-0  half  dollar  was  a  superb  gem  uncirculated  coin  and  maybe 
the  finest  New  Orleans  mint  half  dollar  from  the  Seated  series.  It  was  graded  PCGS 
MS-67  and  sold  for  $33,350. 

The  1 852-0  half  dollar  in  the  sale  was  described  as  a  brilliant  proof  that  was  struck 
from  highly  polished  dies.  It  was  one  of  only  three  known  specimen  strikes  for  this 
date.  The  coin  had  streaks  of  golden  toning  on  the  obverse  and  peripheral  toning  on 
the  reverse.  This  important  coin  sold  for  $20,700.  The  1861-0  half  dollar  was 
described  as  a  brilliant  proof  and  would  grade  Proof-63.  It  is  historically  significant 
because  it  was  struck  just  prior  to  the  closing  of  the  branch  mint  during  the  Civil  War. 
This  coin  was  the  James  A.  Stack  specimen  that  has  been  identified  as  an  example 
of  the  W-01  variety  by  Randy  Wiley.  The  key  feature  in  this  identification  is  the 
weakness  in  the  wing  feathers  to  the  left  of  the  horizontal  stripes  in  the  reverse  shield. 
This  beautiful  coin  sold  for  $17,250. 

Even  though  it  was  well  circulated  the  most  important  New  Orleans  coin  in  the  sale 
was  the  1 853-0  No  Arrows  half  dollar  that  was  the  finest  of  the  three  known  examples 
of  this  important  variety.  This  was  the  Garrett  specimen  that  had  been  graded  PCGS 
VF-35  but  it  is  far  superior  to  the  other  two  examples  that  grade  only  good  and  very 
good.  It  should  be  noted  that  the  picture  of  this  coin  in  the  sale  catalogue  doesn't  do 
it  justice.  It  is  actually  a  very  nice  attractive  coin  with  subdued  toning  and  without 
significant  defects.  The  color  picture  in  the  catalogue  from  the  Queller  sale  is  more 
representative  of  the  actual  quality  of  this  specimen.  This  important  piece  sold  for 
$368,000  to  a  prominent  club  member. 

Arrows  were  added  on  both  sides  of  the  date  in  1 853  to  indicate  a  reduction  in  the 
weight  of  the  half  dollar  beginning  in  this  year.  However  some  1 853  half  dollars  were 
struck  at  the  old  standard  at  the  New  Orleans  mint  before  this  new  policy  was 
implemented.  The  rarity  of  the  1 853-0  No  Arrows  half  dollar  has  resulted  in  a  number 
of  attempts  to  counterfeit  examples  of  this  variety  by  changing  the  shape  of  the  last 
digit  on  genuine  1 858-0  half  dollars.  There  are  many  ways  to  detect  this  deception 
that  include  a  microscopic  examination  of  the  field  around  the  final  date  digit,  a  study 
of  the  placement  and  size  of  the  New  Orleans  mintmark  and  a  careful  weighing  of  the 
specimen  to  verify  that  it  is  unden/veight.  However  the  easiest  way  to  detect  this 
alteration  would  be  to  examine  the  shape  of  the  digit  5  in  the  date.  On  a  genuine  1 853 
No  Arrows  half  dollar  the  right  tip  of  the  flag  on  the  5  would  extend  over  to  the  right 
edge  of  the  lower  loop  of  the  5.  On  the  1 858  date  the  flag  of  the  5  extends  only  to  the 
center  of  the  right  side  arc  on  the  lower  loop. 

Seated  half  dollars  were  struck  at  the  San  Francisco  branch  mint  from  1855  to 
1878.  The  collection  included  at  least  one  San  Francisco  half  dollar  from  each  of 
these  years  but  it  contained  mint  state  examples  for  only  1 6  of  the  24  issues.  The 
1 855-S  half  dollar  would  grade  only  VF-30  and  showed  evidence  of  being  repaired 
at  some  time  in  the  past.  The  condition  of  this  coin  is  a  clear  indication  of  the 
difficulty  in  obtaining  undamaged  examples  of  this  issue  in  grades  of  XF  and  above. 
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The  1 870-S  half  dollar  showed  evidence  that  it  had  been  cleaned  at  some  time  in  the 
past  and  was  an  AU-50  coin  that  would  net  grade  XF-45.  Six  additional  San  Francisco 
dates  were  represented  by  AU  coins. as  follows:  1856-S  in  AU-58,  1860-S  in  AU-55, 
1862-S  in  AU-55,  1863-S  in  AU-55,  1875-S  in  AU-58  and  1876-S  in  AU-55. 

The  1857-S  half  dollar  was  an  example  of  the  Blundered  Date  variety  with  the 
remains  of  an  earlier  1  in  the  field  to  the  left  of  the  date.  This  was  a  choice  brilliant 
uncirculated  coin  with  a  bold  strike  that  was  conservatively  graded  PCGS  MS-62. 
This  beautiful  coin  sold  for  $12,650.  The  1864-S  half  dollar  was  a  gem  brilliant 
uncirculated  coin  with  a  bold  strike  and  beautiful  mint  luster.  This  coin  was  graded 
NGC  MS-66  and  sold  for  $18,400. 

The  sale  included  gem  brilliant  uncirculated  examples  of  both  the  No  Motto  and 
With  Motto  varieties  for  the  1866-S  half  dollar.  The  1866-S  No  Motto  coin  was 
probably  the  finest  known  example  of  this  variety  with  lightly  toned  golden  fields  on 
both  the  obverse  and  reverse.  It  would  grade  MS-66  and  had  fields  that  showed  light 
clash  marks  as  is  typical  for  examples  of  this  variety.  This  beautiful  coin  from  this  rare 
issue  sold  for  $57,500.  The  1866-S  With  Motto  coin  was  another  outstanding  piece 
that  was  one  of  the  finest  known  examples  of  this  variety.  It  had  been  graded  PCGS 
MS-65  and  sold  for  $12,650. 

The  1 872-S  half  dollar  was  a  superb  gem  brilliant  uncirculated  coin  that  was  one 
of  the  finest  Seated  half  dollars  of  any  date  in  the  series.  It  had  nearly  perfect  fields 
with  light  golden  toning  and  the  Small  Wide  S  mintmark  that  was  high  in  the  field  and 
centered  over  the  F  in  HALF.  This  piece  was  from  the  Eliasberg  Collection  and  had 
been  graded  NGC  MS-67.  It  sold  for  $14,950. 

The  highlight  of  the  San  Francisco  coins  was  the  1878-S  half  dollar  that  was  a 
beautiful  brilliant  uncirculated  example  of  this  key  date  in  the  Seated  half  dollar  series. 
This  coin  would  grade  MS-62  and  had  a  nearly  white  obverse  with  beautiful  golden 
toning  about  the  periphery  on  the  reverse.  The  coin  had  the  identifying  die  chip  in  the 
recessed  area  of  the  shield  to  the  left  of  the  first  set  of  vertical  stripes.  This  feature 
certifies  that  this  specimen  was  struck  from  the  only  known  reverse  die  for  this  great 
rarity.  This  beautiful  piece  sold  for  $83,375  to  a  well  known  Seated  half  dollar  collector. 


1878-S  Half  Dollar  from  Byers  Collection  in  MS-62 
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Seated  half  dollars  were  struck  at  the  Carson  City  branch  mint  from  1 870  to  1 878. 
The  collection  included  at  least  one  Carson  City  half  dollar  from  each  of  these  years 
but  it  contained  mint  state  examples  for  only  6  of  the  9  issues.  The  1872-CC  coin 
would  grade  AU-55  but  the  1875-CC  half  dollar  was  an  AU-58  coin  that  had  been 
buffed  in  the  past.  The  1870-CC  half  dollar  was  only  an  XF-45  coin  that  had  some 
scratches  removed  from  the  obverse  field.  The  quality  of  the  1870-CC  coin  clearly 
indicates  the  difficulty  in  obtaining  a  high  grade  example  of  this  rare  issue. 

The  1 871  -CC  half  dollar  was  graded  brilliant  uncirculated  and  was  from  an  issue 
that  is  very  rare  in  mint  state.  Early  Carson  City  coins  circulated  freely  on  the  western 
frontier  making  high  grade  examples  of  these  issues  very  difficult  to  obtain.  This 
beautiful  coin  had  minimal  surface  marks  and  sold  for  $14,950.  The  1874-CC  half 
dollar  was  a  brilliant  uncirculated  coin  from  another  issue  that  is  very  rare  in  mint 
state.  This  coin  would  grade  MS-61  and  sold  for  $7475. 

The  most  important  Carson  City  coin  in  the  collection  was  the  1 876-CC  half  dollar 
that  was  described  as  a  brilliant  proof.  This  coin  would  grade  Proof-64  and  had  a  very 
sharp  strike  with  blue  and  gold  toning.  It  was  accompanied  by  a  letter  of  authentica- 
tion from  Walter  Breen  and  was  most  likely  struck  as  part  of  the  centennial  celebration 
of  1 876.  It  is  the  only  known  proof  example  of  this  date  and  sold  for  $16,1 00. 

The  Byers  Collection  of  Seated  half  dollars  contained  many  outstanding  coins  that 
were  worthy  of  the  finest  collections  of  Seated  coinage.  These  pieces  have  been 
dispersed  to  collectors  throughout  the  country  but  they  will  appear  again  through  the 
years  as  other  important  collections  are  sold  at  auction. 

I  would  like  to  thank  Bill  Bugert  for  reviewing  this  article  and  making  a  number  of 
helpful  suggestions  that  improved  the  quality  of  the  presentation.  He  also  provided 
the  estimated  grades  for  the  uncertified  pieces  described  in  this  article  from  personal 
observation  of  the  coins  in  the  sale. 


1 876-CC  Half  Dollar  from  Byers  Collection  In  Proof-64 
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Another  Variety  for  the  1849  Quarter  Identified 


Roy  Maxwell  recently  sent  in  a  picture  of  an  1 849  quarter  that  he  has  not  been  able 
to  attribute  from  the  currently  available  information  on  the  Seated  quarter  series.  His 
picture  doesn't  match  the  description  for  any  of  the  four  obverses  described  by  Larry 
Briggs  in  The  Comprehensive  Encyclopedia  of  United  States  Liberty  Seated  Quarters 
that  was  published  in  1991.  A  key  feature  in  the  identification  of  this  obverse  is  the 
location  of  the  date  in  the  field  below  the  rocky  base.  Briggs  uses  the  location  of  the 
digit  1  relative  to  the  vertical  stripes  in  the  obverse  shield  to  describe  the  position  of 
the  date  from  right  to  left.  In  this  case  a  line  extending  up  along  the  right  edge  of  the 
upright  of  the  1  intersects  the  shield  between  the  6^^  and  7"^  stripes.  This  is  the  position 
described  for  Obverses  2  and  4  in  the  encyclopedia  but  in  both  cases  the  dates  are 
located  too  high  in  the  field. 

Obverse  4  is  described  as  the  die  used  to  strike  proof  coins  for  this  year.  There  is 
a  beautiful  picture  of  a  gem  proof  1 849  quarter  in  the  Norweb  catalogue  from  March 
1 988  and  a  picture  of  another  gem  proof  1 849  quarter  in  the  Pittman  catalogue  from 
May  1 998.  These  pieces  were  struck  from  the  same  obverse  die  and  show  a  date  that 
is  high  in  the  field  with  the  digits  1  and  9  about  twice  as  close  to  the  rocky  base  above 
than  to  the  denticles  below.  This  is  a  much  higher  placement  of  the  date  relative  to 
the  rocky  base  than  shown  on  the  coin  pictured  here. 

Obverse  2  has  the  proper  placement  of  the  date  relative  to  the  shield  but  it  is  again 
located  too  high  in  the  field.  This  obverse  was  also  paired  with  the  compass  point 
reverse  while  the  pictured  coin  was  struck  from  a  reverse  without  this  defect.  This 
would  imply  that  the  current  coin  is  a  variety  not  described  in  the  encyclopedia  but 
I  cannot  say  that  it  is  a  new  discovery.  The  coin  pictured  in  the  Bhggs  encyclopedia 
for  this  date  does  appear  to  match  the  date  position  of  the  coin  presented  in  this 
article. 


Unlisted  Date  Placement  for  1849  Quarter 
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Larry  Briggs  published  the  first  comprehensive  reference  book  on  Seated  quar- 
ters and  his  book  contains  some  valuable  information  on  the  series  that  was  not 
previously  available  to  the  collector.  This  book  provides  a  foundation  from  which 
further  advances  in  the  study  of  this  beautiful  series  can  be  made.  But  the  encyclo- 
pedia is  now  more  than  fifteen  years  old  so  that  there  is  an  opportunity  for 
knowledgeable  quarter  collectors  to  add  their  personal  observations  and  research 
findings  to  the  literature  on  this  important  Seated  series.  Individual  date  studies  on 
rarity  or  new  listings  of  known  varieties  for  specific  dates  would  be  welcome 
advances  for  the  quarter  collector.  There  are  many  very  rare  and  under  appreciated 
dates  in  the  Seated  quarter  series  that  need  to  be  studied  in  more  detail  so  that 
collectors  can  better  understand  the  rarity  of  the  pieces  they  are  pursuing. 

The  Editor 


Living  the  LSCC  Pledge 

The  LSCC  pledge  states  that  the  purpose  of  the  club  is  "To  encourage,  promote 
and  dispense  numismatic  knowledge  of  Liberty  Seated  coinage  and  to  cultivate 
fraternal  relations  among  its  members  and  all  those  interested  in  the  science  of 
numismatics."  This  pledge  looks  good  on  paper  but  in  practice,  leading  numisma- 
tists are  far  out  numbered  by  collectors  with  varying  degrees  of  knowledge  and 
experience  in  this  field.  It  would  take  a  special  person  to  mentor  other  collectors  and 
answer  the  many  questions  that  arise  in  this  challenging  area  of  numismatics. 

I  believe  that  one  such  person  is  Bill  Bugert,  one  of  the  authors  of  the  popular 
reference  text  The  Complete  Guide  to  Liberty  Seated  Half  Dollars  that  was  published 
in  1 993. 1  was  very  fortunate  to  have  recently  had  an  opportunity  to  sit  down  with  him 
and  discuss  coin  diagnostics  in  the  Seated  half  dollar  series.  I  had  many  questions 
for  him  and  the  conversation  went  from  one  subject  to  another  like  a  wild  fire  leaps 
from  tree  to  tree.  It  wasn't  difficult  for  me  to  see  his  passion  for  Seated  coinage  that 
remains  strong  even  after  35  years  of  collecting  these  beautiful  coins  from  the  19'^ 
century. 

He  told  me  that  I  wouldn't  believe  the  number  of  e-mail  messages  that  he  receives 
every  day  from  collectors  seeking  answers  to  their  questions  on  Seated  coinage. 
Those  who  know  him  indicate  that  he  always  responds  to  their  messages  and  will 
gladly  meet  reasonable  requests  for  information  on  Seated  coinage.  I  believe  that  his 
extensive  research  on  Seated  half  dollars  would  take  years  to  assimilate  and  know 
from  our  discussions  that  I  have  barely  scratched  the  surface  of  his  vast  knowledge 
on  the  series:  I  therefore  believe  that  Bill  Bugert  is  one  person  who  is  truly  "living  the 
LSCC  pledge." 

Dennis  Fortier 
LSCC  #2016 
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The  1856  Notched  1  Half  Dollars 


by 

Bill  Bugert 

My  studies  have  identified  an  unusual  characteristic  on  1 856  half  dollars  that  has 
probably  not  been  noticed  by  many  Seated  collectors.  I  have  found  that  all  1 856  half 
dollars  have  a  notch  in  the  right  base  of  the  1  in  the  date  that  appears  identical  on 
all  obverse  dies  of  this  date.  This  is  a  clearly  defined  triangular  defect  along  the  lower 
edge  of  the  digit  that  extends  down  to  the  obverse  field  on  the  coin.  The  notch 
appears  on  all  Philadelphia,  New  Orleans  and  San  Francisco  mint  half  dollars  of  this 
date  and  is  still  noticeable  on  many  low  grade  coins. 

The  dates  and  mintmarks  were  punched  into  the  working  dies  at  the  Philadelphia 
mint  and  then  shipped  to  the  branch  mints  for  use  in  striking  Seated  coinage.  At  first 
the  dates  were  punched  into  the  dies  by  hand  but  later  a  large  screw  press  was  used 
in  this  process.  This  procedure  resulted  in  the  variations  in  date  placement  that  are 
used  today  to  identify  different  dies  for  a  given  year.  The  dates  were  made  with  a  date 
gangpunch  but  it  is  not  known  how  many  of  these  punches  were  available  for  use  in 
any  given  year.  Nevertheless,  the  punch  used  on  1856  half  dollar  dies  had  a  defect 
in  the  shape  of  a  triangular  notch  in  the  lower  right  base  of  the  1 .  This  feature  is  shown 
in  the  picture  of  the  date  on  an  1856  WB-102  half  dollar  with  a  Recut  1 .  The  picture 
shows  a  clearly  defined  defect  that  might  have  been  caused  in  an  accident  while  the 
punch  was  being  made.  This  defect  would  have  been  visible  to  mint  employees  upon 

inspection  but  perhaps  they 


never  noticed  it. 

Numismatic  studies  have 
identified  25  different  obverse 
dies  that  were  used  to  strike 
1856  half  dollars  at  all  three 
mints.  Eight  of  these  dies  were 
used  at  the  Philadelphia  mint, 
1 2  at  the  New  Orleans  mint  and 
5  at  the  San  Francisco  mint.  All 
of  these  dies  have  the  same 
clearly  defined  triangular  notch 
in  the  base  of  the  1 . 1  have  never 
seen  an  1856  half  dollar  from 
any  of  the  three  mints  without 
the  notch  in  the  date.  I  would  be 
interested  in  hearing  from  any 
club  member  who  can  produce 
an  1856  half  dollar  from  any 
mint  without  the  notch.  I  can  be 
reached  by  e-mail  at 
wb8cpy@arrl.net. 


1856  WB-102  Half  Dollar  with  Notched  1 
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Civil  War  Tokens  Struck  on  Seated  Dimes 


Historical  accounts  indicate  that  gold  and  silver  coinage  disappeared  from 
circulation  in  late  1862  during  the  early  years  of  the  Civil  War.  Encased  postage 
stamps  were  initially  used  as  emergency  currency  but  by  1 863  small  copper  tokens 
were  being  struck  by  private  firms  to  meet  the  need  for  small  change.  These  coins 
are  generally  referred  to  as  Civil  War  Tokens  and  hundreds  of  varieties  were  struck 
in  1863  and  1864  and  used  as  money.  However  the  use  of  these  privately  struck 
tokens  was  short  lived  because  acts  of  Congress  in  April  and  June  of  1 864  forbade 
private  individuals  or  firms  from  issuing  any  kind  of  money.  To  meet  the  need  for  small 
change  the  Mint  reduced  the  weight  of  the  Indian  Head  cent  in  1864  and  changed 
its  alloy  to  bronze.  The  Mint  also  introduced  the  bronze  two  cent  piece  in  1864  to 
further  relieve  the  need  for  small  change  toward  the  end  of  the  Civil  War. 

Civil  War  tokens  were  struck  in  many  designs,  some  of  which  resembled  circulat- 
ing US  coinage.  A  complete  listing  of  the  known  die  combinations  is  given  in  the 
reference  book  Patriotic  Civil  War  Tol<ens  by  George  and  Melvin  Fuld,  the  revised 
fourth  edition  that  was  published  in  1 982.  This  book  also  provides  illustrations  of  the 
dies  used  to  strike  these  tokens  and  includes  valuable  information  on  their  history 
and  rarity.  Pictures  of  two  Civil  War  tokens  were  recently  sent  in  by  Q.  David  Bowers 
for  presentation  in  the  journal.  These  particular  coins  will  be  described  in  detail 
because  they  were  struck  over  Seated  dimes  and  their  pictures  present  conclusive 
evidence  that  this  was  indeed  the  case.  Most  Civil  War  tokens  were  struck  on  copper 
planchets  but  the  Fuld  reference  states  that  tokens  struck  over  dimes  are  in  great 
demand  and  therefore  exceptionally  valuable  even  though  they  are  probably 
speculative  strikes. 

The  first  of  these  interesting  Civil  War  tokens  is  dated  1 863  and  has  a  design  similar 
to  the  Indian  Head  cent.  This  variety  is  identified  as  CWT  97-389  in  the  Fuld  reference 
book.  The  CWT  indicates  Civil  War  Token  while  97  is  the  number  of  the  obverse  die 
and  389  the  number  of  the  reverse  die.  The  lettering  on  the  obverse  reads  MILLIONS 
FOR  CONTRACTORS  and  continues  on  the  reverse  with  NOT  ONE  CENT  FOR  THE 
WIDOWS.  This  token  was  struck  over  an  1854  dime  with  the  remains  of  the  dime 
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obverse  inverted  on  the  Indian  Head  design.  The  remains  of  the  1 8  from  the  dime  date 
are  clearly  visible  in  the  first  two  feathers  of  the  headdress  and  there  is  a  shadow  of 
the  54  in  the  field  over  the  inverted  letters  FOR.  The  base  of  the  seated  figure  is  visible 
in  the  headdress  and  then  in  the  field  extending  to  the  letters  NS.  Other  remnants  of 
the  dime  obverse  are  also  visible,  particularly  the  remains  of  dime  stars  in  the  field 
below  the  letters  RACTORS  on  the  token.  On  the  reverse  the  denomination  ONE 
DIME  can  be  seen  as  an  inverted  shadow  in  the  center  of  the  token  while  the  dime 
wreath  is  visible  inside  the  wreath  of  the  token. 


Civil  War  Token  Struck  over  1854  Dime 
Date  in  l-leaddress  and  in  Field  over  FOR 


Civil  War  Token  Struck  over  1854  Dime 
ONE  DIME  through  Center  of  Reverse 
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The  second  token  is  an  example  of  variety  CWT 1 20-434  with  a  Washington  Head 
obverse  and  an  eagle  on  the  reverse.  This  token  is  dated  1863  and  it  has  obverse 
lettering  THE  WASHINGTON  TOKEN  and  reverse  lettering  UNITED  STATES  COP- 
PER. It  was  struck  over  an  1841-0  dime  with  the  remains  of  the  dime  reverse 
appearing  on  the  obverse.  The  New  Orleans  mintmark  appears  as  a  shadow  just  to 
the  left  of  Washington's  chin  and  the  lettering  DIME  runs  through  Washington's  neck 
and  face.  The  dime  wreath  runs  through  the  field  in  front  of  Washington's  face  and 
the  lettering  AMERICA  runs  through  the  letters  GTON  TOK.  On  the  reverse  the  date 
1 841  can  be  seen  in  the  field  below  the  eagle's  right  wing  and  a  shadow  of  the  seated 
figure  runs  through  the  eagle. 


Civil  War  Token  Struck  over  1841-0  Dime 
Date  in  Field  below  Eagle's  Wing 
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Civil  War  Token  Struck  over  1841-0  Dime 
New  Orleans  Mintmark  Left  of  Washington's  Chin 


The  Fuld  reference  book  identifies  26  token  varieties  that  are  known  to  have  been 
struck  over  United  States  dimes.  All  of  these  varieties  are  very  rare  when  struck  over 
Seated  dimes  with  no  more  than  ten  examples  known  for  any  of  them.  I  have  no 
information  beyond  the  two  pieces  described  above  as  to  the  dates  on  the  coins  that 
were  used  as  hosts  for  these  Civil  War  tokens.  Can  any  club  member  provide  some 
additional  information  that  identifies  the  dates  of  other  dimes  that  were  used  as  hosts 
for  these  interesting  tokens? 

The  Editor 


Cover  Pictures  for  Issue  #100 


A  proposal  has  been  made  to  use  color  pictures  on  the  covers  of  Issue  #100  in 
November  2007.  There  will  be  an  added  expense  for  printing  with  color  but  it  is 
believed  that  this  feature  will  attract  the  attention  needed  to  mark  a  significant 
accomplishment  by  the  club.  The  success  of  this  experiment  however  will  depend  on 
the  availability  of  beautiful  color  photographs  of  a  Seated  coin  for  presentation  on  the 
covers.  Please  note  that  the  illustrated  coin  cannot  be  so  heavily  toned  that  some  of 
its  design  detail  is  obscured  or  so  lightly  toned  that  its  color  is  hardly  noticeable. 

I  would  therefore  like  to  announce  that  I  will  be  accepting  color  photographs 
of  Liberty  Seated  coins  for  possible  use  on  the  covers  of  Issue  #100  until 
August  1 ,  2007.  Ideally  the  photographs  would  present  a  rainbow  of  colors  that 
are  not  too  deep  so  as  to  detract  from  the  design  on  the  coin.  Pictures  can  be  sent 
to  me  by  computer  disk  or  as  attachments  in  email  messages  at 
John.McCloskey@notes.udayton.edu.  High  quality  color  prints  may  also  be 
sent  to  my  address  on  the  back  cover  of  the  journal. 

The  Editor 
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The  1859-S  Seated  Dime 

by 

John  W.  McCloskey 


The  1 859-S  dime  is  one  of  the  most  difficult  Seated  dimes  to  obtain  in  high  grade 
with  only  average  circulated  examples  appearing  in  many  important  Seated  collec- 
tions. The  Norweb  Collection  contained  some  of  the  finest  known  Seated  dimes 
including  near  gem  mint  state  examples  of  the  1 873-CC  and  1 874-CC  dimes  but  its 
1859-S  dime  was  only  listed  as  G-4.  The  Eliasberg  Collection  contained  the  unique 
1 873-CC  No  Arrows  dime  in  gem  mint  state  condition  but  its  1 859-S  dime  was  listed 
as  VF-30.  The  James  A.  Stack  Collection  contained  a  gem  brilliant  uncirculated  1 871  - 
CC  dime  but  its  1859-S  dime  was  described  as  Fine.  Each  of  these  collections 
contained  a  brilliant  proof  1 894-S  dime  so  that  high  grade  1 859-S  dimes  must  have 
been  very  difficult  to  obtain  when  these  collections  were  being  assembled. 

Allen  Lovejoy  was  a  colleague  of  mine  and  I  know  he  worked  very  hard  to  obtain 
the  finest  known  Seated  dimes  that  were  available.  He  had  an  office  on  53'^^  Street  in 
New  York  City  for  many  years  and  told  me  that  Stack's  would  call  him  when  they 
obtained  pieces  that  would  improve  the  quality  of  his  collection.  He  would  walk  over 
to  Stack's  and  purchase  only  those  pieces  that  met  his  high  standards.  When  his 
collection  was  sold  by  Stack's  in  October  1990  it  contained  beautiful  mint  state 
examples  for  most  of  the  dates  in  the  Seated  dime  series  but  his  1859-S  dime  was 
only  a  poorly  struck  AU-50  coin.  The  last  four  stars  on  the  right  side  of  its  obverse  were 
very  flat  while  the  7'^  and  8'^  stars  on  either  side  of  Liberty's  head  were  noticeably 
weak.  His  collection  contained  a  gem  brilliant  uncirculated  1860-O  dime  that  was 
described  as  far  and  away  the  finest  known  example  of  this  date  as  well  as  a  proof 
1 894-S  dime,  but  it  did  not  contain  a  mint  state  1859-S  dime. 

With  an  increase  in  the  number  of  numismatic  auctions  in  recent  years,  several 
high  grade  1859-S  dimes  have  become  available  for  purchase.  One  of  the  finest 
known  examples  of  this  date  is  the  coin  described  as  NGC  AU-58  from  the  Gray 
Collection  that  was  sold  by  Bowers  and  Merena  in  July  2004.  This  was  a  nicely  toned 
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coin  that  was  well  struck  when  compared  with  some  of  the  other  surviving  examples 
from  this  issue.  Another  example  of  this  quality  is  the  piece  described  as  NGC  AU- 
58  from  the  Richmond  Collection  that  was  sold  by  David  Lawrence  Rare  Coins  in 
March  2005.  This  piece  was  also  nicely  toned  with  a  generally  good  strike.  However 
not  all  of  the  high  grade  examples  appearing  at  auction  were  of  this  quality.  An 
example  described  as  NGC  AU-55  appeared  twice  in  Heritage  auctions  in  2006  but 
it  had  several  significant  defects.  It  had  a  heavy  gash  through  the  center  of  the  1 8  in 
the  date,  a  significant  ding  in  the  rock  over  the  9  in  the  date  and  a  defect  in  Liberty's 
arm  to  the  right  of  the  2"^^  star.  High  grade  problem  free  examples  of  this  issue  are  still 
very  rare  and  underrated. 

Kam  Ahwash  listed  the  1 859-S  dime  as  R8  in  mint  state  and  Gerry  Fortin  also  gives 
this  date  an  R8  rating  in  this  grade  in  his  web  book  on  the  Seated  dime  series.  The 
recent  club  survey  on  Seated  dimes  identified  45  examples  of  this  date  but  only  two 
of  them  were  in  grades  from  AU-50  to  AU-55  and  none  were  reported  in  higher 
grades.  I  was  skeptical  that  a  mint  state  specimen  even  existed  because  there  were 
no  mint  state  examples  in  the  finest  dime  collections  assembled  during  the  past  50 
years  and  no  mint  state  specimens  had  been  certified  by  the  grading  services.  Then 
recently  an  example  certified  as  NGC  MS-62  appeared  in  the  Palm  Beach  sale  by 
Heritage  in  November  2005.  It  was  a  beautiful  coin  that  was  described  as  richly  toned 
in  lilac  and  green-gray  colors  and  it  had  only  a  few  tiny  defects  that  were  hardly 
noticeable.  The  coin  had  a  strong  strike  with  only  minor  weakness  through  the  y'*"  and 
8'^  stars  around  Liberty's  head  on  the  obverse  and  a  slight  weakness  in  the  bow  knot 
on  the  reverse.  This  was  a  remarkable  coin  and  the  finest  example  of  this  date  that 
I  had  ever  seen. 

The  mintmark  on  1 859-S  dimes  is  the  smallest  of  the  three  sizes  used  on  San 
Francisco  mint  coins  before  the  Civil  War.  This  mintmark  is  1 .0mm  high  and  it  was 
used  only  on  1 858-S,  1 859-S  and  1 860-S  dimes.  Interestingly  enough  this  mintmark 
style  was  not  used  during  this  period  on  any  other  silver  coinage  from  the  San 
Francisco  branch  mint.  However  it  was  used  on  gold  dollars,  quarter  eagles  and  half 
eagles  of  this  period.  With  the  change  to  the  Legend  obverse  for  San  Francisco  dimes 
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in  1861,  mintmarks  were  placed  below  the  reverse  wreath  requiring  the  use  of  an 
even  smaller  mintmark  in  the  series.  This  implies  that  the  1 858-S,  1 859-S  and  1 860- 
S  dimes  have  a  mintmark  style  that  was  used  only  during  this  three  year  span  in  the 
dime  series.  All  three  issues  are  rare  and  in  demand  from  collectors. 

With  a  mintage  of  60,000  pieces  there  is  only  one  known  reverse  for  the  1 859-S 
dime.  It  has  a  San  Francisco  mintmark  that  is  much  closer  to  the  ribbons  below  than 
to  the  base  of  the  M  above.  The  mintmark  is  located  just  slightly  to  the  right  of  being 
centered  below  the  left  upright  of  the  M  in  DIME  and  it  is  tilted  slightly  to  the  right. 
Another  reverse  could  exist  for  this  issue  since  the  dies  used  on  1 858-S  and  1860- 
S  dimes  have  very  similar  mintmark  placements  that  are  difficult  to  distinguish  from 
the  known  1 859-S  reverse.  Can  anybody  produce  an  1 859-S  dime  with  a  different 
reverse  than  the  one  shown  on  the  coin  presented  in  this  article? 


The  Gobrecht  Journal  Award 


The  Gobrecht  Journal  Award  was  established  to  recognize  an  outstanding 
contribution  to  the  numismatic  literature  on  Seated  coinage  through  publication  in 
the  Gobrecht  Journal.  The  award  is  presented  for  the  best  article  published  in  the 
journal  over  25  consecutive  issues.  The  next  award  covers  the  material  in  Issues  #76 
to  #1 00.  Following  the  publication  of  Issue  #1 00  in  November  2007  the  club  officers 
will  nominate  20  articles  from  the  last  25  issues  based  upon  their  support  in  the  voting 
for  the  Ahwash  Award  that  recognizes  the  best  article  for  each  year.  A  ballot  will  be 
prepared  and  distributed  with  the  dues  notices  during  September  2008.  The  article 
receiving  the  largest  number  of  votes  in  this  election  will  be  declared  the  winner  of 
the  award. 

The  Gobrecht  Journal  Award  was  established  to  recognize  an  outstanding 
contribution  to  the  journal  over  an  extended  period  of  time.  It  was  designed  to 
recognize  excellence  and  vision  in  the  presentation  of  new  material  on  Liberty  Seated 
coinage.  The  previous  award  was  won  by  James  C.  Gray  for  his  contribution  An 
Overview  of  Third  Party  Grading  that  was  published  in  Issue  #63  of  the  journal.  This 
article  was  highly  acclaimed  when  it  was  published  twelve  years  ago  and  is  still 
worthy  of  review  by  any  collector  who  has  been  frustrated  by  problems  with  third 
party  grading. 

The  Gobrecht  Journal  Award  was  given  after  the  publication  of  Issue  #50  and 
again  after  the  publication  of  Issue  #75.  The  next  award  will  be  given  after  the 
publication  of  Issue  #1 00  and  it  will  continue  to  be  presented  after  the  release  of  each 
new  group  o*f  25  issues.  Since  the  award  is  given  only  once  every  eight  years  it  is 
expected  that  it  will  recognize  a  truly  memorable  piece  of  numismatic  literature. 

The  Editor 
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The  Ten  Greatest  San  Francisco  Seated  Coins 


During  May  2004  club  members  were  sent  a  survey  form  asking  them  to  list  their 
choices  for  the  20  Greatest  Seated  Coins  from  the  19'^  century.  Completed  survey 
forms  were  received  from  46  club  members  who  listed  many  different  combinations 
from  half  dimes  to  Trade  Dollars.  Some  respondents  ranked  the  coins  in  order  of 
preference  while  others  listed  their  choices  without  reference  to  rank.  A  listing  of  the 
top  40  coins  selected  in  this  survey  was  published  in  Issue  #92  of  the  journal  along 
with  the  number  of  votes  received  by  each  issue. 

With  the  successful  completion  of  this  survey  it  was  decided  to  conduct  a  second 
survey  to  identify  the  Ten  Greatest  Carson  City  Seated  Coins  during  May  2005.  The 
new  survey  form  listed  the  seventeen  Carson  City  coins  that  were  ranked  in  the  top 
40  among  all  Seated  issues  in  the  initial  survey.  Forms  were  sent  to  all  club  members 
asking  them  to  select  their  top  ten  choices  from  among  the  1 7  listed  issues.  This  time 
club  members  were  explicitly  asked  to  rank  their  choices  so  that  order  could  be 
considered  when  tabulating  the  results.  Completed  survey  forms  were  received  from 
47  club  members  and  the  results  published  in  Issue  #95  of  the  journal. 

Member  support  for  these  two  surveys  led  to  a  third  survey  to  identify  the  Ten 
Greatest  San  Francisco  Seated  Coins  during  May  2006.  This  survey  form  listed  the 
seventeen  San  Francisco  coins  that  received  the  most  support  in  the  initial  survey  of 
all  Seated  coinage  that  was  conducted  in  the  spring  of  2004.  Forms  were  sent  to  all 
club  members  asking  them  to  select  their  top  ten  choices  from  among  the  1 7  listed 
issues.  Club  members  were  again  asked  to  rank  their  choices  so  that  order  could  be 
considered  when  tabulating  the  results.  Completed  survey  forms  were  received  from 
79  club  members  by  the  deadline  of  June  2,  2006. 

On  each  survey  form  club  members  chose  ten  of  the  1 7  issues  and  ranked  them 
from  1  to  1 0.  Points  were  assigned  to  each  rank  with  the  most  points  given  to  the  rank 
1 ,  and  fewer  points  assigned  to  each  rank  down  to  1 0.  A  listing  of  the  points  for  each 
rank  from  1  to  1 0  is  given  in  the  table  below.  This  is  the  same  point  system  that  was 
used  for  the  Carson  City  survey  during  May  2005. 
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Points  Assigned  for  Eacii  Ranl< 

Rank  1       23456789  10 

Points  Assigned     20     15     12     10       8       6      4       3       2  1 


A  tabulation  of  the  votes  for  the  Ten  Greatest  San  Francisco  Seated  Coins  is  given 
in  the  table  below.  The  table  gives  the  number  of  votes  received  for  each  rank  by  the 
79  respondents  as  well  as  the  point  total  calculated  for  each  of  the  17  issues. 


Votes  Received  for  Tiie  Ten  Greatest  San  Francisco  Seated  Coins 


Ranl( 

Point 

■  Willi 

# 

Issue 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

Total 

1  wlQI 

1. 

1870-S 

$1 

18 

38 

4 

2 

2 

4 

2 

1 

0 

1 

1 

1050 

1  \J\J\J 

2. 

1870-S 

5c 

39 

5 

6 

5 

5 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

1030 

3. 

1878-S 

50c 

10 

12 

31 

4 

5 

4 

5 

0 

1 

0 

878 

4. 

1860-S 

25c 

2 

4 

7 

11 

7 

10 

7 

7 

5 

0 

469 

5. 

1872-S 

25c 

3 

2 

4 

11 

8 

5 

2 

1 

1 1 

5 

380 

www 

6. 

1864-S 

25c 

0 

2 

2 

9 

8 

11 

8 

8 

8 

8 

354 

7. 

1 885-S 

10c 

2 

2 

4 

5 

Q 
O 

7 

Q 

q 
o 

p 
o 

Q 

OO/ 

8. 

1855-S 

50c 

0 

4 

3 

5 

8 

10 

4 

5 

2 

4 

309 

9. 

1870-S 

10c 

2 

1 

3 

4 

3 

5 

11 

7 

5 

5 

265 

10. 

1859-S 

10c 

0 

4 

3 

4 

3 

4 

3 

9 

6 

7 

242 

11. 

1859-S 

25c 

1 

0 

2 

7 

2 

6 

10 

3 

7 

9 

238 

12. 

1866-S 

NM  50c 

1 

0 

4 

3 

5 

4 

4 

11 

5 

9 

230 

13. 

1872-S 

$1 

0 

3 

1 

5 

5 

1 

2 

5 

5 

15 

201 

14. 

1859-S 

$1 

1 

0 

2 

1 

5 

2 

2 

9 

9 

3 

162 

15. 

1873-S 

TD 

0 

2 

2 

0 

2 

0 

5 

2 

2 

5 

105 

16. 

1855-S 

25c 

0 

0 

1 

2 

2 

3 

3 

3 

2 

2 

93 

17. 

1864-S 

5c 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

2 

1 

5 

2 

3 

56 

The  results  show  that  there  was  an  emphasis  on  rarity  at  the  top  of  the  list  and  that 
there  was  a  clear  choice  among  the  respondents  for  the  top  three  issues.  The  top  ten 
listing  contains  coins  from  five  different  denominations  and  includes  three  issues 
from  both  the  dime  and  quarter  series.  The  top  ten  listing  also  includes  three  1870- 
S  denominations  as  well  as  the  first  and  last  Seated  half  dollars  from  the  series.  It  is 
also  interesting  to  note  that  the  first  San  Francisco  quarter,  the  first  San  Francisco 
Seated  dollar  and  the  first  San  Francisco  Trade  Dollar  received  very  little  support  in 
this  listing  of  the  greatest  San  Francisco  Seated  coins.  Club  members  made  a  clear 
choice  for  th^e  top  three  coins  with  their  votes  for  the  1870-S  half  dime,  the  1870-S 
Seated  dollar  and  the  1878-S  half  dollar.  Each  of  these  issues  received  at  least  50 
votes  for  the  top  three  positions  while  no  other  issue  received  more  than  1 3  votes  for 
these  positions.  As  a  final  comment  it  should  be  noted  that  the  1 870-S  Seated  dollar 
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and  the  1 878-S  half  dollar  were  listed  in  the  top  ten  on  72  of  the  79  ballots  cast  in  this 
survey.  No  other  issue  received  more  than  64  votes  for  one  of  the  top  ten  coins. 

A  few  nnore  facts  about  The  Ten  Greatest  San  Francisco  Seated  Coins  are  given 
below: 

#1 

1870-S  Seated  Dollar 

This  is  the  rarest  date  in  the  Seated  dollar  series  with  only  ten  known  specimens. 
Most  examples  are  in  average  circulated  grades  with  the  PCGS  MS-62  coin  in  the 
Legend  Collection  being  the  only  mint  state  specimen.  Coins  of  this  date  are  highly 
prized  by  Seated  collectors  but  its  great  rarity  makes  it  unobtainable  for  most 
collectors.  This  issue  was  selected  as  one  of  the  top  two  coins  by  71%  of  the 
respondents  and  listed  among  the  top  ten  coins  by  91%  of  the  respondents. 

#2 

1870-S  Half  Dime 

This  issue  was  unknown  until  1978  when  a  mint  state  specimen  was  discovered 
in  Chicago  and  first  displayed  at  the  ANA  Convention  in  Houston  that  same  year.  This 
unique  specimen  has  beautifully  toned  fields  and  was  certified  as  NGC  MS-63  when 
it  appeared  in  the  Bowers  and  Merena  sale  of  the  James  Gray  Collection  in  July  2004. 
This  coin  was  listed  first  by  49%  of  the  respondents  but  only  81  %  of  them  placed  it 
in  their  top  ten.  It  appears  that  a  number  of  club  members  did  not  rate  this  issue  higher 
because  it  is  unique  and  only  recently  discovered. 

#3 

1 878-S  Half  Dollar 

This  is  a  key  date  in  the  Seated  half  dollar  series  and  the  last  of  the  San  Francisco 
half  dollars.  This  issue  is  very  rare  in  mint  state  but  high  grade  examples  do 
sometimes  appear  at  auction.  The  Pryor  specimen  was  described  as  PCGS  MS-64 
when  it  was  sold  by  Bowers  and  Merena  in  January  1996  and  the  Queller  specimen 
was  called  Gem  Brilliant  Uncirculated  when  it  was  sold  by  Stack's  in  October  2002. 
More  recently  a  specimen  described  as  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  Prooflike  appeared  in 
Stack's  sale  of  the  Byers  Collection  in  October  2006.  This  issue  was  a  clear  third 
choice  by  club  members  with  39%  of  the  respondents  placing  it  third  while  no  other 
issue  received  more  than  10%  of  the  votes  for  this  position. 

#4 

1860-S  Quarter 

The  1860-S  quarter  is  extremely  rare  in  AU  grades  and  virtually  impossible  to 
obtain  in  mint  state.  The  only  known  mint  state  specimen  is  a  coin  certified  as  NGC 
MS-61  from  the  Bowers  and  Merena  sale  of  the  James  Gray  Collection  in  July  2004. 
The  coin  in  the  DLRC  sale  of  the  Richmond  Collection  in  March  2005  was  certified 
as  NGC  AU-58.  The  1860-S  quarter  is  elusive  in  even  nice  circulated  grades.  This 
issue  was  a  clear  fourth  choice  of  club  members  with  52%  of  the  respondents  placing 
it  within  the  top  6  issues  on  their  list. 
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#5 

1872-S  Quarter 

The  1 872-S  quarter  is  a  very  rare  date  that  is  difficult  to  obtain  in  any  grade  and 
extremely  rare  in  mint  state.  Even  so,  a  number  of  mint  state  coins  are  known  and 
have  been  available  at  auction  in  recent  years.  The  coin  in  the  Bowers  and  Merena 
sale  of  the  Norweb  Collection  in  March  1988  was  described  as  an  MS-65  coin  with 
brilliant  surfaces  over  delicate  lilac  toning.  The  coin  in  the  DLRC  sale  of  the  Richmond 
Collection  in  March  2005  was  certified  NGC  MS-66  and  described  as  a  stunning 
example  of  the  rarest  San  Francisco  Seated  quarter.  The  coin  in  the  Bowers  and 
Merena  sale  of  the  James  Gray  Collection  was  certified  as  an  NGC  MS-63  coin  with 
golden  toning.  The  coin  in  the  Bowers  and  Merena  sale  of  the  Eliasberg  Collection 
in  April  1 997  was  described  as  an  MS-62  coin  with  delicate  golden  toning.  This  issue 
was  highly  regarded  by  club  members  with  42%  of  the  respondents  placing  it  within 
the  top  6  issues  on  their  list. 

#6 

1864-S  Quarter 

This  is  another  rare  San  Francisco  Seated  quarter  that  is  usually  seen  in  average 
circulated  grades  but  several  mint  state  examples  have  appeared  at  auction  in  recent 
years.  The  coin  in  the  Bowers  and  Merena  sale  of  the  Eliasberg  Collection  was 
described  as  MS-66  and  a  spectacular  gem  having  lustrous  surfaces  with  light 
golden  toning.  The  coin  sold  by  Stack's  in  Auction  '86  was  described  as  Choice 
Brilliant  Uncirculated.  The  coin  in  the  DLRC  sale  of  the  Richmond  Collection  was 
described  as  an  NGC  MS-63  coin  with  light  lavender  toning.  This  was  the  first  issue 
without  any  first  place  votes  but  41  %  of  the  respondents  placed  this  issue  within  the 
top  6  issues  on  their  list. 

#7 

1885-S  Dime 

This  issue  has  the  lowest  mintage  of  any  San  Francisco  Seated  dime  and  is  a  key 
date  in  the  Seated  dime  series.  While  it  is  certainly  a  rare  date  that  is  difficult  to  obtain 
it  is  more  readily  available  in  mint  state  that  some  of  the  earlier  San  Francisco  issues 
of  this  denomination.  The  piece  sold  by  RARCOA  in  Auction  '85  was  an  MS-67  coin 
that  was  described  as  superb  gem  brilliant  uncirculated  and  the  finest  known.  The 
coin  in  the  Bowers  and  Merena  sale  of  the  Eliasberg  Collection  was  described  as  MS- 
65  prooflike  with  delicate  gold  and  iridescent  toning.  The  coin  in  the  DLRC  sale  of  the 
Richmond  Collection  was  certified  as  NGC  MS-65  and  described  as  a  bright  white 
example  of  this  rarity.  The  table  shows  that  10%  of  the  club  members  placed  this 
issue  among  their  top  3  choices  but  most  of  the  respondents  placed  it  toward  the 
middle  of  their  top  10  selections. 
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#8 

1855-S  Half  Dollar 

This  is  the  first  San  Francisco  half  dollar  and  the  first  year  that  silver  coins  were 
struck  at  this  western  branch  mint.  This  issue  is  extremely  rare  in  mint  state  but  there 
are  three  known  proof  examples  of  this  date,  one  of  which  is  in  the  Mint  Collection 
at  the  Smithsonian  Institution.  A  piece  described  as  Choice  Proof-63+  with  deeply 
reflective  fields  appeared  in  the  Paramount  section  of  Auction  '86.  The  coin  in  the 
DLRC  sale  of  the  Richmond  Collection  was  certified  as  NGC  Proof-63  and  described 
as  a  highly  reflexive  branch  mint  proof  with  golden  toning.  The  coin  in  the  Bowers  and 
Merena  sale  of  the  Pryor  Collection  was  certified  PCGS  MS-66  and  described  as  an 
incredible  gem  with  olive  gray  toning  and  rose  highlights  on  the  reverse.  The  coin  in 
Stack's  sale  of  the  Queller  Collection  was  described  as  choice  brilliant  uncirculated 
with  pale  russet  toning  around  the  periphery.  This  issue  received  no  first  place  votes 
and  was  placed  toward  the  middle  of  the  top  10  selections  by  most  of  the 
respondents. 

#9 

1870-S  Dime 

This  issue  is  known  to  be  rare  but  a  number  of  high  grade  mint  state  pieces  have 
appeared  at  auction  over  the  years.  The  coin  in  the  Bowers  and  Merena  sale  of  the 
Eliasberg  Collection  was  an  MS-66  coin  and  described  as  a  brilliant  frosty  gem.  The 
coin  in  the  Superior  section  of  Auction  '88  was  certified  as  PCGS  MS-65  and 
described  as  a  pristine  gem  with  outstanding  detail  and  blazing  mint  luster.  The 
example  from  the  Heritage  sale  at  the  1 999  ANA  Convention  was  certified  as  PCGS 
MS-65.  The  coin  in  the  DLRC  sale  of  the  Richmond  Collection  was  certified  NGC  MS- 
64  and  described  as  a  coin  with  exceptional  luster  and  eye  appeal.  While  a  number 
of  nice  mint  state  specimens  do  exist  most  of  the  surviving  specimens  are  well 
circulated.  This  issue  received  two  first  place  votes  from  the  members  but  most  of  the 
respondents  placed  this  issue  in  the  lower  part  of  their  top  10  selections. 

#10 
1859-S  Dime 

This  issue  is  extremely  rare  in  mint  state  and  even  nice  XF  and  AU  examples  are 
difficult  to  obtain.  The  coin  in  the  DLRC  sale  of  the  Richmond  Collection  was  certified 
as  NGC  AU-58  and  described  as  the  finest  certified  by  NGC  at  that  time.  The  coin  in 
the  Bowers  and  Merena  sale  of  the  James  Gray  Collection  was  certified  as  NGC  AU- 
58  and  described  as  rare  at  the  choice  AU  level.  Interestingly  enough  this  date  has 
appeared  in  average  circulated  grades  in  some  of  the  famous  dime  collections.  The 
Eliasberg  coin  was  VF-30,  the  Norweb  coin  was  G-4,  the  James  Stack  coin  was  Fine, 
the  Robison  coin  was  VF  and  the  Bolen  coin  was  a  choice  VF.  The  condition  of  these 
pieces  should  confirm  the  rarity  of  this  date  in  grades  of  XF  and  above.  This 
information  makes  you  wonder  why  this  date  was  not  rated  higher  by  the  respon- 
dents in  this  survey. 

The  Editor 


49 


Wiley  Wins  Ahwash  Award  for  2006 


Randall  E.  Wiley  won  the  Kama!  M.  Ahwash  Literary  Award  for  2006  for  his 
contribution  "Die  Marriages  of  the  1861-0  Half  Dollars"  that  appeared  in  Issue  #94 
of  the  journal.  The  Ahwash  Award  is  given  annually  for  the  best  article  to  appear  in 
the  journal  as  voted  by  the  club  mennbers.  This  year's  award  covered  the  material 
published  in  Issues  #94  to  #96  and  the  award  winner  was  determined  as  a  result  of 
a  vote  by  club  members  during  October  2006.  There  were  268  ballots  received  from 
club  members  who  were  asked  to  vote  for  no  more  than  three  articles  which  they  liked 
best  during  the  last  year.  It  was  decided  to  allow  individuals  to  vote  for  three  articles 
because  the  large  number  of  choices  would  likely  spread  the  votes  out  among  many 
articles.  There  were  641  votes  cast  from  the  268  ballots.  A  complete  listing  of  the 
results  is  given  below. 


RANK  ARTICLE  AND  AUTHOR  VOTES 

1 .  Die  Marriages  of  the  1 861  -O  Half  Dollars 

by  Randy  Wiley   86 

2.  The  Major  100  Liberty  Seated  Dime  Varieties 

by  Gerry  Fortin   73 

3.  Liberty  Seated  Half  Dime  Survey  Results 

by  Stephen  Grain   62 

4.  Seated  Dollars  from  the  Givil  War 

by  Dennis  Garstang   61 

5.  The  Jules  Reiver  Sale 

by  Dick  Osburn   53 

6.  Updated  Prices  for  1 871  -GG  through  1 874-GG  Seated  Dimes 

by  Paul  Bradley   38 

7.  The  Glenn  B.  Hoidale  Archive  of  Seated  Half  Dimes 

by  Len  Augsburger   32 


8.  The  Battle  for  the  Unique  1 873-GG  No  Arrows  Dime 

by  Len  Augsburger  

9.  The  Frog  Run  Farm  Gollection  of  Seated  Goinage 

by  Len  Augsburger  

10.  Updated  Prices  for  the  Rare  San  Francisco  Seated  Dimes 
by  Paul  Bradley  

1 1 .  Mystery  of  the  Rare  1 873  Doubled  Die  Obverse  Dime 

by  Michael  Fey  

12.  America's  First  Seated  Dime 

by  Ken  Gable-Gamilleis   

1 3.  A  Transitional  1 876  Proof  Trade  Dollar 

by  William  Gowburn  


50 


RANK  ARTICLE  AND  AUTHOR  VOTES 

1 4.  High  Prices  for  Seated  Quarters  at  2006  FUN  Auctions 

by  Robert  Izydore   18 

1 5.  Die  Marriages  for  the  1 860-S  Half  Dollar 

by  Bill  Bugert   16 

1 6.  A  Business  Strike  1 876  Type  1 .5  Trade  Dollar 

by  Michael  Fey   13 

17.  The  1886-S  Seated  Dime 


by  Bill  Cregan   11 

1 8.  Rare  1 840  Dime  Splasher  Shows  Trial  Design 

by  Tom  DeLorey   9 

19.  An  1876-S  Dime  with  a  Misplaced  Date 

by  Tim  Cook   8 

20.  An  1841  Half  Dime  with  a  Misplaced  Date 

by  Stephen  Grain   7 

21.  An  1871  Half  Dime 

by  Weimar  White   5 

22.  An  1869  Seated  Dollar  with  a  Misplaced  1 

by  Jack  White   4 

23.  An  1842  Seated  Dollar  with  Multiple  Rim  Cuds 

by  David  Perkins    3 


With  all  of  the  eligible  articles  receiving  support  for  the  best  article  award,  it  is 
evident  that  there  are  diverse  interests  and  preferences  within  the  club.  However, 
even  one  vote  for  an  article  indicates  that  it  was  important  to  at  least  one  reader,  and 
therefore  a  worthy  contribution  to  the  available  information  on  Liberty  Seated 
coinage.  The  voting  procedure  allows  club  members  to  vote  for  the  Ahwash  Award 
while  sending  in  their  club  dues  for  the  new  year.  This  procedure  has  been  successful 
in  increasing  the  voting  for  this  prestigious  award. 

The  officers  wish  to  thank  all  those  members  who  took  the  time  to  vote  for  this 
important  award.  We  would  also  like  to  thank  all  those  members  who  contributed 
articles  during  the  past  year  and  hope  that  we  will  continue  to  receive  interesting  and 
exciting  material  in  the  years  ahead. 

The  Editor 
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Collective  Volumes  Available 

In  order  to  make  the  information  in  the  early  issues  of  the  Gobrecht  Journal 
available  to  all  LSCC  members,  the  club  has  chosen  to  reprint  the  articles  in 
these  issues  in  hard  bound  collective  volumes.  There  have  been  four 
collective  volumes  printed  to  date,  each  containing  the  material  printed  in  the 
journal  over  a  period  of  five  years.  The  articles  in  these  collective  volumes 
have  been  ordered  by  denomination  and  date  to  make  it  easier  for  the  reader 
to  locate  a  specific  article  from  a  past  issue.  The  first  section  contains  articles 
of  general  interest  that  cut  across  denominations.  Subsequent  sections  contain 
information  on  specific  denominations  starting  with  half  dimes  and 
progressing  through  to  dollars.  These  volumes  contain  many  original  articles 
on  Seated  coinage  not  available  in  any  other  numismatic  books  currently  on 
the  market. 

The  collective  volumes  contain  original  research  on  the  silver  Liberty  Seated 
coinage  from  the  19"'  century.  Each  book  is  attractively  bound  with  a  hard 
cover  in  a  7  by  10  inch  format.  All  prices  include  postage. 

COLLECTIVE  VOLUME  NUMBER  ONE 

This  volume  contains  the  material  published  in  the  first  1 8  issues  that  were 
released  between  December  1974  and  July  1980.  This  volume  contains 
almost  390  pages  of  material  on  Seated  coinage.  Price:  $29  per  copy. 

COLLECTIVE  VOLUME  NUMBER  TWO 

This  volume  contains  the  material  published  in  Issues  #19  to  #33  that  were 
released  between  November  1980  and  July  1985.  This  volume  contains  380 
pages  of  material  on  Seated  coinage.  Price:  $29  per  copy. 

COLLECTIVE  VOLUME  NUMBER  THREE 

This  volume  contains  the  material  published  in  Issues  #34  to  #48  that  were 
released  between  November  1985  and  July  1990.  This  volume  contains  470 
pages  of  material  on  Seated  coinage.  Price:  $34  per  copy. 

COLLECTIVE  VOLUME  NUMBER  FOUR 

This  volume  contains  the  material  published  in  Issues  #49  to  #63  that  were 
released  between  November  1990  and  July  1995.  This  volume  contains  580 
pages  of  material  on  Seated  coinage.  Price:  $44  per  copy. 

Make  all  checks  payable  to  LSCC  and  send  to: 

John  McCloskey,  President  LSCC 

5718  King  Arthur  Dr. 
Kettering,  Ohio  45429 
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MEMBERSHIP  APPLICATION 

LiBERTVfiEBTED  COLLECTORS  ClUB 


STATE 


ZIP 


COLLECTOR/DEALER  □ 


I'M  A  COLLECTOR  □       DEALER  □ 
YOU  MAY  □      MAY  NOT  □ 

SEND  MY  NAME  AND  ADDRESS  TO  OTHER  CLUB  MEMBERS. 
I  COLLECT  BY  DATE  SEATED  HALF  DIMES  □  DIMES  □ 

QUARTERS  □         HALF  DOLLARS  □       DOLLARS  □         ALL  SEATED  □ 


SIGNATURE 


DATE 


Membership  Fee  -  $15.00  for  first  year  dues  and  initiation  fee. 
Fill  in  the  above  and  mail  with  $15.00  to: 
Len  Augsburger  •  P.O.  Box  6114 
Vernon  Hills,  Illinois  60061 


CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS 

We  ask  that  you  notify  us  as  soon  as  possible  when  you  move  or 
change  your  nnailing  address.  It  seems  that  we  always  have  one  or  two 
Journals  returned  to  us  for  improper  address  when  a  member  has 
moved  to  a  new  location.  In  such  cases,  we  must  wait  for  the  member 
to  contact  us  and  provide  us  with  the  new  address.  To  avoid  unneces- 
sary delays  in  receiving  the  Journal  and  to  assist  us  in  keeping  our 
mailing  list  current,  we  ask  that  you  inform  us  as  soon  as  possible 
of  any  cfiange  of  address. 


Reverse  Picture  of 
1841-0  Transitional  Dime 


Your  comments  on  any  of  the  articles,  ads,  or  club  policies  are= 
invited.  This  is  your  club  and  the  Officers  are  dedicated  to  operating  itt 
on  behalf  of  the  members.  Address  any  comments  to: 

John  IVIcCloskey 

Editor,  Gobrecht  Journal 
5718  King  Arthur  Drive 
Kettering,  Ohio  45429 


